Surfing the web for ... William Shakespeare

Find out more information about William Shakespeare at http://www.shakespeare.org.uk
A. General information

Go to the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust Home Page.

1. Look at the left-hand icons. Which site should you click if you want information on...

- Shakespeare’s plays ?
............................................................................................. 
- the activities organized by the Shakespeare Birthplace Trust ?
............................................................................................. 
- books or videos relating to Shakespeare ?
.............................................................................................

 

B. William Shakespeare’s life

Go to Shakespeare Birthplace Trust home page  William Shakespeare outline of Shakespeare’s life 

1. Tick the right answers. 

a. William Shakespeare was born

In Stratford upon Avon In 1584 

In London on April 23rd 1564 

In Stratford upon Avon, on April 23rd1564 

b. William Shakespeare’s father was called
John Shakespeare 
Henry Shakespeare  
George Shakespeare  

c. William Shakespeare’s father was
a doctor 
a glove-maker 
a farmer  
a wool dealer  

d. His mother was

Mary Hepburn 
Mary Arden 
Mary Olson

e. As a whole, Shakespeare’s parents had …………… children, but only ………… survived.

f. Shakespeare’s wife, Anne Hathaway was 

10 years older than him 
8 years older than him  
5 years older than him  

g. They had

3 children, a boy and two girls 

3 children, 2 boys and a girl 
3 children, 3 boys 

h. William Shakespeare was born in .................................................................. Street.

i. At school, he was influenced by

The classical writers 
The English writers  
The modern writers  

j. William Shakespeare’s birthroom was over
the workshop 
the parlour  
the hall  

k. “The lost years” is an expression referring to a particular period in Shakespeare’s life.

· Find the dates : …………………………………………

· Explain the expression : what does that period correspond to ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. Match the dates with the events.

1564 - 1586/7 -1613 - 1616 - 1599 -1594

- Shakespeare died in Stratford

- The Globe theatre was destroyed in a fire

- Shakespeare formed a new theatre company in London

- The Globe was built in London

- Shakespeare moved to London

- Shakespeare was born in Stratford

 

C. William Shakespeare’s portraits

Go to Shakespeare Birthplace Trust home page  The man and his work  What did Shakespeare look like ? 
[image: image1.png]



1.Fill in the blanks. What does this portrait tell us about Shakespeare ?

2. What is the name of this portrait ?
The Chesterfield portrait  
Humphrey portrait  
The Chandos portrait  

3. Who painted it ?
....................................................................... . 

4. It was painted in 
1594 
1610 
1856  

5. Where can tourists view this painting ?
at ................................................................................................... in .................................... .

 

D. Frequently Asked Questions about William Shakespeare

Go to Shakespeare Birthplace Trust home page  The man and his work  Frequently Asked Questions

1. Choose the right sections.
2. Answer these questions.

a. Why is Shakespeare’s nickname the Bard ? 

Section : Shakespeare’s life  The works  Performance  Elizabethan England  

Answer : ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

b. Did all children go to school in Shakespeare’s days ? 

Section : Shakespeare’s life  The works  Performance  Elizabethan England  

Answer : ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

c. What was the first Shakespeare play to be made into a film ? 

Section : Shakespeare’s life  The works  Performance ( theatre) Elizabethan England  

Answer : ..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

d. How many plays did Shakespeare write ? 

Section : Shakespeare’s life  The works  Performance  Elizabethan England  

Answer : ............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

e. When did women first play Shakespearean roles ?

Section : Shakespeare’s life  The works  Performance  Elizabethan England  

Answer : .......................................................................................................................................................................

Go to Shakespeare Birthplace Trust home page  William Shakespeare  Subsections : plots of Shakespeare’s plays

Here are short summaries of some of Shakespeare’s plays. Find which ones they are :

	In this tragedy, two lovers commit suicide as their love is made impossible by the lifelong enmity between their families. The play is set in Verona. The families are the Capulet and the Montague.
	…………………………………………………………

	A comedy where love, fantasy, music and humour are closely linked. Oberon and Titania, King and Queen of the forest, have quarrelled… Titania, victim of a charm, falls in love with an ass…
	………………………………………………………..

	A tragedy set in Venice. A villain, Iago, a loving wife, Desdemona, and a Moore who kills his loving wife out of jealousy and ends up stabbing himself.
	………………………………………………………….;

	He is a Prince of Denmark. His mother and his uncle have murdered his father whom he must avenge. He pretends he is mad. His lover, Ophelia, believing he is really mad, drowns herself. He is famous for his metaphysical hesitation : “ To be or not to be …”
	…………………………………………………………..

	A historical play where a young English King claims the throne of France.
	…………………………………………………………..


