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	[image: image1.emf]The planet is warming, from North Pole to South Pole. Since 1906, the global average surface temperature has increased by 1° Fahrenheit. And the effects of rising temperatures aren’t waiting for some far-flung future. Signs of the effects of global warming are appearing right now. The heat is melting glaciers and sea ice, shifting precipitation patterns, and setting animals on the move. The planet is already suffering from some impacts of global warming.
- Ice is melting worldwide, especially at the Earth’s poles. This includes mountain glaciers, ice sheets covering West Antarctica and Greenland, and Arctic sea ice. 
- Many species have been impacted by rising temperatures. For example, researcher Bill Fraser has tracked the decline of the Adélie penguins on Antarctica, where their numbers have fallen from 32,000 breeding pairs to 11,000 in 30 years.
- The sea level has been rising more quickly over the last century.
- Some butterflies, foxes, and alpine plants have moved farther north or to higher, cooler areas.
- Precipitation (rain and snowfall) has increased across the globe, on average.
-Some invasive species are thriving. For example, spruce bark beetles have boomed lin Alaska thanks to 20 years of warm summers. The insects have chewed up 4 million acres of spruce trees.  

Other effects could take place later this century, if warming continues :
- Sea levels are expected to rise between 18 and 59 centimeters by the end of the century, and continued melting at the poles could add between 10 to 20 centimeters.
- Hurricanes and other storms are likely to become stronger. 
- Floods and droughts will become more common. Rainfall in Ethiopia, where droughts are already common, could decline by 10 percent over the next 50 years. 
- Less fresh water will be available. If the Quelccaya in Peru continues to melt at its current rate, it will be gone by 2100, leaving thousands of people who rely on it for drinking water and electricity without a source of either. 
- Some diseases will spread, such as mosquito-borne malaria (and the 2016 resurgence of the Zika virus). Ecosystems will change: Some species will move farther north or become more successful; others won’t be able to move and could become extinct. 
Wildlife research scientist Martyn Obbard has found that since the mid-1980s, with less ice on which to live and fish for food, polar bears have gotten considerably skinnier. Polar bear biologist Ian Stirling has found a similar pattern in Hudson Bay. He fears that if sea ice disappears, the polar bears will as well. 
Source :  http://www.nationalgeographic.com


1. What sort of text is it ? Justify your answer. 

2. How many parts are there in this extract ? What is the main idea in each part ? Can you find a title for each?
3. Make a list of all the proper nouns. Which do the following definitions correspond to ?
a) A temperature bearing its inventor's name = 
b) Each of the extremities of the axis of the earth  = 
c) The continent surrounding the South Pole =
d) A species of seabirds common along the Antartic coast =
4. Match them up to form compound words and give their French equivalents. A) precipitation 
B) sea 

C) ice 

D) spruce 
E) rain 
1) cap 


2) patterns 
3) falls 

4) level 
5) trees
5. Copy out the grid and fill it in with words from the text 
	Animals
	Weather
	Geographical features
	Measures


6. Read the text and find words to complete the following sentences.
1. Temperatures are getting higher, which means that our planet is w....................... up. 
2. Rains and snowfalls are more frequent, so they are i....................... 
3. Ice sheets and glaciers are getting thinner because the ice is m.....................
4. If too many polar bears die, the species could b................ e................
5. Polar bears are getting thinner, which means that they are l............
w.................. .
7. Right or wrong ? Justify by quoting the text.
a) There are more and more Adélie penguins on Antartica.
b) The number of spruce bark beetles has increased because of high temperatures.
c) Difficult weather conditions are expected to become even worse.
d) In Peru, people needn't worry about the melting of the ice cap.
e) The total surface of drylands is likely to shrink dramatically in the years to come.

8. Find expressions in the text showing that …
- the biosphere may be altered for the worse.
- there will be less and less drinkable water
- global warming is likely to have a huge impact on our health.
9. To what extent do you agree with the following statement:
“We must stop borrowing from the future and act now!”
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