Rappels sur la voix passive :
* L'objet de la phrase active devient le sujet de la phrase passive. 
* Le sujet de la phrase active devient un complément d'agent introduit par BY dans la phrase passive. On ne l'emploie que s'il apporte une information.
* Structure du GV passif : BE conjugué à la forme voulue + participe passé (3ème colonne des verbes irréguliers)

Exercise 1 : Say if the sentences are in the passive (P) or active (A) voice.
a. The abacus was invented in China. (  )

b. Beads are grouped together on wires. (   ).

c. Children all over the world use the abacus. (  )

d. Even young children can use the abacus. (  )

e. Simple arithmetics can be performed with it. (   )

Exercise 2 : Rephrase the sentence in the active voice. 
a. The abacus was invented by Cheng Dawei more than four centuries ago. 

b. It is used by children all over the world. 

c. Beads are grouped together.

d. Thousands of abacuses are sold every year.

e. More complex processes are used for multiplication and division.

Exercise 3 : Rephrase in the passive form.
a. Cheng Dawei published his first method of calculation in 1592.

b. A publisher reprinted his book a century after his death.

c. One of his descendants wrote its preface.

d. Chen Dawei collected books on mathematics all his life.

e. We don't know the exact date of his death.
Exercise 4 : Choose the right solution each time. 
a. Thanks to the abacus, calculation tables memorize / are memorized easily. 

b. You can perform / be performed complex arithmetics thanks to it. 

c. French pupils should teach / be taught how to use it.

d. Shop owners in 'Chinatowns' use / are used it on a daily basis.

e. To perform subtraction, beads must separate / be separated from the others.
Exercise 5 : Follow the example.
Ex: The abacus is easy to use. (Say)
The abacus is said to be easy to use.

a. Chen Dawei is a genius. (consider as)

b. Children learn their multiplication tables. (expect)

c. Abacuses are cheap. (say)

d. Multiplication tables are difficult to memorize. (think)

e. The abacus is a major invention. (consider as)

Exercise 6 : Follow the example. 
Ex :  My uncle offered me an abacus. 
I was offered an abacus by my uncle. 
An abacus was offered to me by my uncle. 
a. My uncle sent me a postcard from China.

b. He showed us pictures of his trip to Beijing. 
c. The guide taught him a famous Chinese poem. 
d. My grandparents offered us a book on Cheng Dawei. 

e. My aunt gave my parents a beautiful ink painting.
Exercise 7 : Translate into English.
a. On leur a appris comment utiliser un boulier chinois. 

b. On m'a demandé d'expliquer comment ça marche. 

c. On a découvert un boulier chinois en or dans la tombe de l'empereur. 

d. On dit du boulier chinois que c'est une invention formidable !

e. Cheng Dawei est censé avoir vécu durant la dynastie Ming. 
