Roots – worksheet 

Summary of the extract

The slaves  to be sold were washed, shaved and rubbed with palm oil to disguise the injuries sustained during the …..................................... from Africa. This was the beginning of a process known as …................................

In this extract, the main character …................................., who is a fresh off-the-boat …..............................., is undergoing this process. Under torture, he is forced, to accept his new …............................... suited to his lifelong servitude. His legal owner wants him to accept his Christian …......................., Tobby, which he refuses until the …........................ becomes unbearable.
The characters 
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The beginning of the extract 

· List all the sounds you can hear when kunta is brought back to the plantation. 

· Why can't kunta keep pace with the slave catchers ? (Give at least 3 reasons) 

· How do the other slaves react why ?
Inside the plantation home 
· How many people are there in the house ? Who are they ? (age, position, clothes, body language)

· According to his wife, what is Mr Reynolds doing right now ?

· What expression does Fiddler choose to express his concern about kunta ?

· How does Mrs Reynolds express her lack of concern ? 
Fiddler and Mr Reynolds
· Find the adjectives that apply best to Mr Reynolds 

Patronizing 

Understanding  
Threatening  
Indifferent 

Concerned 

Condescending 

· Mr Reynolds wants to make sure that Fiddler understands the meaning of two particular words. Which ones ?
….................................................  and ….................................................

· What expression does he use to put Fiddler in his place ? How many times does he repeat it ?
· How long has Fiddler been in charge of Kunta Kinte ?

· What arguments does he put forward to save Kunta's life (3 arguments) ? Why do they sound shocking ?

· How does Fiddler express his resignation ?

Ames and the 'seasoning'
· What does Ames want James to do ?

· What does he call the male slaves ? The female slaves ?

· Why does he want them to come to the barn ?

· How does he want to 'tame' Kunta ?
The end of the extract
· Why does Fiddler pray the Lord ?

· What is the reaction of the people watching the whipping ?

· Find four adjectives that apply best to the black slaves and justify your choice.
Relieved  


Unconcerned  

Disappointed  

Indifferent 


Admirative 

Shocked  

Ashamed


Rebellious

Revengeful

· To what extent did the overseer reach his aim ?
