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West Side Story is a 1957 musical play written and composed by Arthur Laurents and Leonard Bernstein. Set in New York City in the 1950s, it depicts the rivalry between the Jets, a white working-class group, and the Sharks, from Puorto Rico. 
11:00 p.m. A black alley. A suggestion of buildings, a fire escape climbing to the rear window of an unseen flat. As Tony sings, he looks for where Maria lives, wishing for her. And she does appear at the window above him,  which opens onto the fire escape. Music stays beneath most of the scene. 
TONY: (Climbing up) Maria. Maria - […]
MARIA: (Touching his face) I see you. 
TONY: See only me […]
MARIA: All the world is only you and me. !
(And now the building, the world fade away, leaving them suspended in space.)
Tonight, tonight,
It all began tonight,
I saw you and the world went away. 
Tonight, tonight,
There’s only you tonight,
What you are, what you do, what you say.
TONY: Today, all day I had the feeling
A miracle would happen - 
I know now I was right. 
For here you are
And what was just a world is a star
Tonight!
BOTH: Tonight, tonight,
The world is full of light,
With suns and moons all over the place.
Tonight, tonight,
The world is wild and bright,
Going mad, shooting stars into space.
Today, the world was just an address,
A place for me to live in,
No better than all right,
But here you are
And what was just a world is a star 
Tonight ! 
MAN’S VOICE: (offstage) Maruca!
MARIA: Wait for me! (She goes inside as the buildings begin to come back into place)
TONY: (Sings) Tonight, tonight,
It all began tonight,
I saw you and the world went away. 
MARIA: (Returning). I cannot stay. 
Go quickly! […]
TONY: (Kissing her) Good night. 
MARIA: Buenas Noches. […]
(He starts off.)
(Both sing as music starts again.)
Good night, good night,
Sleep well and when you dream,
Dream of me
Tonight. 
(She goes inside. He ducks out into the shadows.)






Arthur Laurents,  West Side Story (1957)
1. Identify the protagonists and say how they are related.
2. What time of fhe day or night is it? How do you know?
3. Where does the scene take place? What other scene does it remind you of’? 
4. Pick out two elements in the extract showing that Tony and Maria are in love. 
5. [l. 24-34] What do Tony and Maria compare their love to? Is this metaphor uncommon in romantic literature? Can you find other examples? 
6. Study the language and style used in Laurents’ s and Shakespeare’s texts. What can you notice? 
7. Does West Side Story explore or explode its original source? 
8. Is a musical a good way of ‘rewriting’ Romeo and Juliet? 
