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WHY GROWN-UPS STILL NEED FAIRY TALES
For as long as we have been able to stand upright and speak, we have told stories. They explained the mysteries of the world: birth, death, the seasons, day and night.  
[…] Everyday stories, combining the world of humans with fantastical creatures and seemingly impossible plots are now classified as fairy tales or folk tales. Such tales, originating in pre-literate societies and told by the folk (or the average person), capture the hopes and dreams of humanity. They convey messages of overcoming adversity, rising from rags to riches, and the benefits of courage. 
Fairy tales are also extremely moral in their demarcation between good and evil, right and wrong. Their justice references the ancient tradition of an eye for an eye, and their punishments are ruthless and complete. Originally for adults (sometimes for children), fairy tales can be brutal, violent, sexual and laden with taboo. When the earliest recorded versions were made by collectors such as the Brothers Grimm, the adult content was maintained. But as time progressed and Christian morality intervened, the tales became diluted, child-friendly and more benign. 
Despite these changes, it is apparent that fairy tales are still needed today, even for grown-ups. In an uncanny, sometimes inexplicable way, we consciously and unconsciously continue to tell them, despite advances in logic, science and technology. It’s as if there is something ingrained in us – something we cannot suppress – that compels us to interpret the world around us through the lens of such tales. And if we are not the tellers, we are the greedy consumers. 
Marguerite Johnson, https://theconversation.com , November 23, 2017


1. Introduce the document.
2. According to the author, why were stories invented?
3. What is the main purpose of everyday stories?
4. Why were they originally meant to be heard by adults?
5. “The tales became diluted, child-friendly and more benign.” (l. 18-19). Explain in your own words what accounts for this drastic change.
6. Why can the popularity of fairy tales in our modern society be regarded as paradoxical ?
7. “We are the greedy consumers.” (l. 24) . Give examples to illustrate this statement.
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