Written comprehension – The visible emblem of conscience
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	He rubbed his eyes, and came close to the picture, and examined it again. There were no signs of any change when he looked into the actual painting, and yet there was no doubt that the whole expression had altered. It was not a mere fancy of his own. The thing was horribly apparent. 
He threw himself into a chair and began to think. Suddenly there flashed across his mind what he had said in Basil Hallward's studio the day the picture had been finished. Yes, he remembered it perfectly. He had uttered a mad wish that he himself might remain young, and the portrait grow old; that his own beauty might be untarnished, and the face on the canvas bear the burden of his passions and his sins; that the painted image might be seared with the lines of suffering and thought, and that he might keep all the delicate bloom and loveliness of his then just conscious boyhood. Surely his wish had not been fulfilled? Such things were impossible. It seemed monstrous even to think of them. And, yet, there was the picture before him, with the touch of cruelty in the mouth. 
[...]It was watching him, with its beautiful marred face and its cruel smile. Its bright hair gleamed in the early sunlight. Its blue eyes met his own. A sense of infinite pity, not for himself, but for the painted image of himself, came over him. It had altered already, and would alter more. Its gold would wither into grey. Its red and white roses would die. For every sin that he committed, a stain would fleck and wreck its fairness. But he would not sin. The picture, changed or unchanged, would be to him the visible emblem of conscience. 
From Chapter 7of The Portrait of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde, 1891




1. Match them up: 
a) altered 
*
* burnt with sudden heat

b) untarnished 
*
* a heavy load
c) sins 

*
* modified
d) seared 
*
* unspoiled 
e) a burden
*
* the breaking of a religious law
3. Find a word to complete the following expressions: 
a. To fulfil a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

b. To utter a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   
c. to bear a _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
4. Introduce the text.
5. Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
a. Who exactly is Basil Hallward? 
b. What particular detail catches Dorian Gray’s attention at the beginning of the extract? 
c. What does the adjective ‘mere’ in line 3 suggest? What does the adverb ‘horribly’ in the next sentence imply about this sudden change?
6. “He had uttered a mad wish …cruelty in the mouth” (lines 6 - 11) Read the passage again and explain in your words what this wish consisted of.
Is the adjective ‘mad’ appropriate under such circumstances? Justify your answer by picking out other relevant words or expressions to back up your idea. 
7. Copy out and fill in the following table with words or expressions for the extract: 
	Words referring to beauty 
	Words referring to ugliness

	...
	...


8. Explain in your words the process of degradation altering Dorian Gray’s portrait.
9. What do negatively connoted words such as “burden”, “sins” or “seared” reveal about Dorian Gray’s state of mind?
10 Pick out the most relevant adjectives to describe Dorian Gray’s state of mind at the end of the extract, then justify your choice in a few sentences : AMAZED – ENTHRALLED – TAKEN ABACK – DISTRAUGHT – DOWNHEARTED – GUILT-RIDDEN


Express yourself: To what extent do you think that your ‘sufferings’ ‘sins’ or other personality traits may alter your physical appearance? (80-100 words)
2. Find the right preposition each time. ��a. How could this happen? He had to look _ _ _ _  the matter. ��b. Its beauty would fade away and its silver would wither _ _ _ _ grey. ��c. An image of his former self flashed _ _ _ _  his mind.��d. He was so tired that he threw himself _ _ _ _ _a chair. 








