Supreme Court to discuss case that could expand Second Amendment rights
By Ariane de Vogue, CNN Supreme Court Reporter
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	(CNN) – When Supreme Court justices meet behind closed doors Friday, a conference that comes three days after the country's latest mass shooting, they are scheduled to discuss whether to add a blockbuster issue to the docket for next term: the scope of the Second Amendment.
The Court has largely dodged the issue since issuing two landmark opinions in 2008 and 2010, when it held for the first time that the Second Amendment protects an individual's right to keep and bear arms at home for self- defense.
Gun rights advocates and even some of the justices themselves have expressed frustration that the court has declined to further define the scope of the right as lower courts across the country have upheld restrictions.
Three years ago, for example, Justice Clarence Thomas charged that the "Second Amendment is a disfavored right in this court."[…]
According to the Giffords Law Center, although most states continue to require a permit in order to carry a concealed weapon, many states now place few or no restrictions on open carry. All states allow concealed carry, but a majority require a permit and the standards for issuing such permits vary significantly.
Three states (California, Florida, and Illinois) and the District of Columbia generally prohibit people from openly carrying firearms in public. Two states (New York and South Carolina) prohibit openly carrying handguns, but not long guns, and another three states (Massachusetts, Minnesota, and New Jersey) prohibit openly carrying long guns but not handguns. In the remaining states, people are generally allowed to openly carry firearms although some states require a permit or license to do so.


Work on words – I. Find all the types of firearms mentioned in the article. 

II. What is the French for … 
A docket 

a) un fonctionnaire 



b) un ordre du jour 
A scope 

a) une portée 




b) un viseur
A landmark opinion 
a) un préjugé 




b) un avis historique
To uphold 

a) pendre 




b) confirmer, maintenir
Justices 

a) des juges 




b) la justice
III. Find opposite words or expressions in the article .
a. a trivial problem = _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

b. to tackle a problem head-on = _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
c. upper courts = _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _


d. approved = _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
e. to allow = _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
IV. Here are some definitions. Find in the article the words they refer to. 
a. Planned to happen at a particular time: _ _ _ _ _ _ _    b. Hidden, covered or dissimulated: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
c. Make necessary: _ _ _ _ _ _ _    d. Document that gives you permission to do something : _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
e. frankly and honestly: _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Written comprehension – V. Say if the following statements are RIGHT or WRONG and justify your answer by quoting the article. 
a. The conference held in March 2021 by the Supreme Court justices took place three days after a mass shooting. 
b. The Supreme Court has tackled the issue developed in the article frankly and openly. 
c. Contrary to the Supreme Court, lower courts have upheld restrictions to the Second Amendment. 
d. The interpretation of the Second Amendment is controversial today. 
e. American citizens are allowed to visibly carry a weapon anywhere in the United States. 
VI. Answer the following questions in complete sentences
a. What is the Second Amendment about? 
b. What exactly were the Supreme Court justices supposed to debate in March 2021? 
c. Who would like them to define the scope of the Second Amendment clearly? 
d. In your opinion, what did Justice Clarence Thomas mean when he said that ‘ the Second Amendment is a disfavored right in this court.’
e. Why isn’t the interpretation of the Second Amendment the same in all the states?
