Lycée de la Communication – Terminale ‘Art & Power’ – fiche de télétravail n°1
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1. Anticipate from the following documents :

a. Introduce and describe the movie poster of Dorian Gray, by Massimo Dallamano (1970) in a few sentences.
b. What sort of film is it likely to be about ? Circle the right answer : a love story – a science fiction film – a detective story – a fantastic film
Justify your answer in one or two sentences.
c. What can you imagine about the character based on …
his portrait – his name – the tagline of the movie
d. Read the following back cover of Oscar Wilde’s novel, The Picture of Dorian Gray (1891) and do the following activities
“The horror, whatever it was, had not yet entirely spoiled that marvellous beauty…” 
Enthralled by his own exquisite portrait, Dorian Gray his soul for eternal youth and beauty. Influenced by his friend, Lord Henry Wotton, he is drawn into a corrupt double life, indulging his desires in secret while remaining a gentleman in the eyes of polite society. Only his portrait bears the traces of his decadence. The Picture of Dorian Gray was a succès de scandale. Early readers were shocked by its hints of unspeakable sins, and the book was later used as evidence against Wilde at his trial at the Old Bailey in 1895. 
i)  Match them up and memorise the new vocabulary
To spoil 



*


*
To contaminate & degrade
To corrupt
 


*


*
To tarnish or to deface 
Enthralled



*


*
Charmed and captivated
To be drawn into


*


*
A slight or indirect suggestion
A hint




*


*
Beyond description 
Unspeakable



*


*
To enter or engage in something unwillingly
ii) Circle the right answer in bold in each sentences. 
a. The portrait of Dorian Gray was written in 1891 by Oscar Wilde / Lord Henry Wotton. 
b. What is particularly striking about young Dorian Gray is his intelligence / his beauty.
c. In order to remain eternally young and beautiful, he sells his soul to the devil / corrupts his friends. 
d. As a result, nobody can see how decadent and old he is becoming / the signs of his decadence and ageing are only visible in his portrait. 
e. Since his youth and his beauty are preserved forever, Dorian Gray decides to live a life of piety / follow blindly his vilest instincts.
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2. Organise what you have understood about the novel into a spidergram


3. Based on what you know of the Picture of Dorian Gray so far, what do you think the author may have wanted to criticize? You can add your guesses to the spidergram.
