CEC  preparation – Worksheet 3: Idiomatic Expressions

What do you call the following groups of animals? 
 A pack of ………………………
a) giraffes 
A school of ………………………
b) lions 
A murder of ………………………
c) wolves 
A tower of ………………………
d) fish 
A pride of ………………………
e) crows 
A herd of ………………………        f) cows 
Complete each of the following sentences by choosing the correct word(s) (A-D).
1) Why wait? Seize the opportunity! Remember, a …. in the hand is worth two in the bush. 
A) monkey 


C) bird
B) golden leaf


D) twig
2) She didn’t mean to tell the truth but she eventually let the … out of bag. 
A) dog 


C) cat 
B) rat 



D) mouse
3) Having … in the belfry means being crazy, right?
A) owls 


C) bats
B) spiders


D) doves
4) I’ve had a … nap and I feel much better now.  
A) dog 


B) cat 
C) rat 



D) mouse
5) He said that he would go bungee jumping with his mates but he … out at the last minute. 
A) birded 


B) chickened 
C) moused 


D) snaked 
6) We don’t know much about her past. She always … up whenever we ask her questions.  
A) shelves 


C) clams
B) conches 


D) oysters
7) I can’t help thinking that a copy … has no personality.
A) dog



C) fly
B) cat



D) paste
8) She was determined to succeed and she … her way to the top. 
A) clawed


C) pawed 
B) bit



D) chewed
9) Hold your … and reconsider your position.  
A) horses 
 

C) donkeys
B) mules 


D) asses
10) I have … in my stomach whenever he texts me. 
A) dragonflies

C) ladybirds 
B) butterflies 


D) fleas 
11) He is so gentle! Believe me, he wouldn’t hurt a …
A) mouse 


C) fly 
B) flea 


D) lamb
12) Do things in the right order. Don’t put the cart before the ...
A) bull 



C) horse
B) ox 
 


D) donkey
13) Too late. The … is cooked.
A) goose


C) pig 
B) turkey


D) chicken
14) She is really perspicacious. All her comments hit the … ’s-eye.
A) eagle


C)  bull
B) haw



D) fly
15) A black sheep and a scape… are synonymous, aren’t they?
A) ewe  


C) goat
B) lamb 
 

D) ram
16) “I might wake up early tomorrow to write down my essay”. “Yes, you'll do that when … fly” 
A) dogs 


C) cows
B) pigs



D) horses
17) Getting up early? Great idea! The early bird catches the ...
A) fly



C) gnat
B) eggs 


D) worm
18) Don’t give up! Keep your chin up! Remember, every … has its day.
A) dove 


C) dog
B) duck
 

D) deer 
19) There’s something fishy going on. I smell a ...
A) bat 

 

C) rat
B) cat



D) gnat
20) Accepting their proposal boils down to putting your head in the ...’s mouth.
A) wolf 


C) lion
B) horse


D) whale
21) She wanted to  hear it straight from the ...’s mouth so she called Brenda herself.  
A) dog


 
C) cat
B) horse
 

D) fish
