CEC exam preparation – Worksheet 5: Idiomatic Expressions

1. His dad ..... him £560 to pay for a flight to New York. 
a) borrowed 
b) charged 
c) asked 
d) lent 

2. She stopped by ..... her resignation letter this morning. 
a) to hand in 
b) to have handed in 
c) handing in 
d) the handing in of 

3. As a child, Mary Shelley ..... roam the streets of London with her beloved father. 
a) would 
b) used 
c) was used to 
d) had to 
4. The new couch is so big that it takes ..... half the living room. 
a) off 
b) on 
c) up 
d) in 

5. They need to read a lot to keep ..... with new developments in this technological field. 
a) out 
b) on 
c) in 
d) up 

6. They guarantee ..... the goods by the end of the week. 
a) to be delivering 
b) to deliver 
c) deliver 
d) delivering 

7. I think it is high time I should ..... a fresh start. 
a) have 
b) get 
c) do 
d) make 

8. If the virus spread on our network, we ..... all our data.
a) will lose 
b) would loose 
c) would lose 
d) will lost 

9. I spent ..... talking to the boss and then I drove home. 
a) a time 
b) some time 
c) sometimes 
d) any time 

10. He is so patronising and constantly trying to ...... 
a) put me up 
b) put me aside 
c) put me off 
d) put me down 


11. People do not smoke as much as they ...... 
a) used to 
b) used to be 
c) used 
d) were used to 

12. He bored everybody to death by delivering ..... on constitutional law.
a) a two-hours lecture
b) a lecture of two hours
c) a lecture two hours
d) a two-hour lecture

13. Sales ..... rising continuously for 6 months.
a) has been
b) will be
c) have been
d) are being

14. I’m afraid the neighbourhood is quite noisy ..... night.
a) in
b) at
c) during
d) on the
15. ..... she wasn’t feeling very well, she still went to the party.
a) Even though
b) Whether
c) Thought
d) Despite

16. She is always taking the ..... for my accomplishments.
a) biscuit
b) limelight
c) credit
d) stage

17. I’ve never been very good ..... pouring oil on troubled waters.
a) for
b) with
c) on
d) at

18. Yes, I see what you mean. I ..... wrong about him.
a) ought to have been
b) could have been
c) might have
d) won’t have been

19. He was ..... from his work by the incessant noise upstairs.
a) perturbed
b) disrupted
c) interrupted
d) distracted

20. He has felt much better since he ..... drinking.
a) gave up
b) gave in
c) took on
d) took in
