Hidden Hillbillies – Hillbilly Elegy, JD VANCE (2016)
Hillbilly Elegy is the 2016 New York Times bestselling memoir of JD Vance, who was born into a poor troubled family in the secluded Appalachian hills of Kentucky. He fought his way to Yale Law School and beyond. 
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	     I’d like to tell you how my grandparents thrived in their new environment, how they raised a successful family, and how they retired comfortably middle-class. But that is a partial truth. The full truth is that my grandparents struggled in their new life, and they continued to do so for decades.
      For starters, a remarkable stigma attached to people who left the hills of Kentucky for a better life. Hillbillies have a phrase—“too big for your 1britches”—to describe those who think they’re better than the stock they came from. For a long time after my grandparents came to Ohio, they heard exactly that phrase from people back home. The sense that they had abandoned their families was acute, and it was expected that, whatever their responsibilities, they would return home regularly. This pattern was common among 2Appalachian migrants: More than nine in ten would make visits “home” during the course of their lives, and more than one in ten visited about once a month.9 My grandparents returned to Jackson often, sometimes on consecutive weekends, despite the fact that the trip in the 1950s required about twenty hours of driving. Economic mobility came with a lot of pressures, and it came with a lot of new responsibilities.
     That stigma came from both directions: Many of their new neighbors viewed them suspiciously. To the established middle class of white Ohioans, these hillbillies simply didn’t belong. They had too many children, and they welcomed their extended families into their homes for too long. On several occasions, Mamaw’s brothers and sisters lived with her and Papaw for months as they tried to find good work outside of the hills. In other words, many parts of their culture and customs met with roaring disapproval from native Middletonians. As one book, Appalachian Odyssey, notes about the influx of hill people to Detroit: “It was not simply that the Appalachian migrants, as rural strangers ‘out of place’ in the city, were upsetting to Midwestern, urban whites. Rather, these migrants disrupted a broad set of assumptions held by northern whites about how white people appeared, spoke, and behaved … the disturbing aspect of hillbillies was their racialness. Ostensibly, they were of the same racial order (whites) as those who dominated economic, political, and social power in local and national arenas. But hillbillies shared many regional characteristics with the southern blacks arriving in Detroit.” 



1. old term for trousers

2. /ˌæpəˈleɪtʃɪən/ - The Appalachians are a system of mountains in eastern to northeastern Norh America.
1. Introduce the document.
2. “ I’d like to tell you how my grandparents thrived…” (l.1) – Explain in your own words how this phrase is a set-up for what comes next. 
3. What adjective is repeated twice in the first paragraph? What is the expression ‘new life’ usually associated with, especially in the USA? Find an example in the first paragraph to illustrate this idea.
4. What sort of responsibilities does JD Vance talk about line 9? Is it the same sort of responsibilities mentioned line 13? What do these responsibilities consist in?
5. From your perspective, why did his grandparents feel compelled to return to Jackson on consecutive weekends?
6. Copy out the following grid and fill it in.
	Hillbillies
	White Ohioans 
	Southern Blacks arriving in Detroit

	Common points
	
	

	Differences
	
	



7. “… these hillbillies simply didn’t belong …” (l. 16) – Describe the ways these people couldn’t fit in.
8. “These migrants disrupted a broad set of assumptions held by northern Whites about how white people appeared, spoke, and behaved …” (l. 23-24). - 

9. What exactly was the impact of this disruption? Why does the author employ the word ‘racialness’ line 24?
10. Compare and contrast Tara’s and JD’s views on being an outsider. 
