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	What is survivalism ?  
Douglas Good – Source : http://users.clas.ufl.edu/glue/laffey/culture.html 

This is a commonly asked question, with no easy answer. Survivalism has many facets, and takes many forms. It means something different to everyone. Keep this in mind as I attempt to give you my best answer to this famous question.
The Survival Mindset
At its most basic level, survivalism is a mindset with the goal of keeping an individual alive through adverse circumstances. These circumstances could be lots of things, from a devastating flood or earthquake to a nuclear attack or civil war.
Each survivalist has a mental list of "risk situations" which he or she has determined to be a possible threat. These situations could be very imminent threats, or only slight threats. In any case, there is a chance of the risk situation occurring. The difference between a survivalist and any other person is that the survivalist has considered the threatening situations and is taking steps to prepare in case they occur, whereas others have chosen to ignore the situations, or don't perceive them as threatening.
Now that I've determined the risk situations, I need to figure out which are most likely to occur, and which are less likely. So, I choose to order them like so: Drought – Terrorism – War – Earthquakes – Famine
Understand, the above list is in order of chance of occurring, not in order of severity of the threat. In other words, I would be more afraid if my country broke out in a war than if we had a drought, but I believe the chances of a drought occurring are far greater than chances of a war breaking out. Once you have a list of risk situations, in order of probability of occurrence, you can make plans to prepare in case one or more of them occurs.
Once you understand the thought process that the above example shows, you understand the "survival mindset". You've assessed your risks and are now ready to prepare for them. How you prepare is up to you. The fact that you are preparing makes you a survivalist.
Material Preparation
One motto of the survivalist is "Prepare for the worst, pray for the best". Each person has to determine how they will prepare, and must decide what lengths
and expense they will go to with their preparation.


1. Introduce the document.
2. The following words are in the article: a chance – take steps – break out – a circumstance – keep in mind. Read the following definitions and say which of the words they refer to. 
a. To remain aware of something 
b. A possibility of something happening 
c. A fact or condition connected with or relevant to an event or action 
d. to start suddenly 
e. to perform an action in order to achieve something
3. Read the article again and find equivalent words or expressions. 
a. a way of thinking 
b. a potential hazard 
c. to happen, to take place 
d. a catchphrase 
e. to evaluate
4. Say if the following statements are CORRECT or FALSE and justify your answer by quoting the text.
a. It is very easy to define what survivalism consist of.
b. A survivalist is ready for anything.
c. The likelihood of a war breaking out exceeds that of a major drought.
d. A survivalist only prepares for imminent threats. 
5. Explain in your own words … 
a. what the difference between a survivalist and any other person is. 
b. why a non-survivalist chooses to ignore risks.
c. why the meaning of ‘survivalism’ differs from one person to the next. 
d. what the ‘survival mindset’ consists of. 
e. what makes you a survivalist. 
6. Answer the following questions: 
a. What are the potential threats mentioned in the article? 
b. Concentrate on the threats mentioned in line 18. Why did Douglas Good order them that way? 
c. When exactly does a survivalist start making plans? 
d. What does the survivalists’ motto mean?
e. What sort of ‘lengths and expense’ (l. 31-32) can a survivalist go to?
7. Find words or expressions to fill in the blanks.
Defining what survivalism is about is quite 1) ……………… Indeed, the meaning of the word 2) …………….. from one person to the next. The common point between all survivalists is their 3) …………….. to be prepared in case a threatening situation may 4) …………….., even if it means spending an awful lot of 5) …………….. .
