(Adapted from) This Is What Whitewashing Really Means—And Why It’s a Problem – Jeremy Helligar, May 14th 2021
For decades, whitewashing has taken a diverse, multicultural world and tried to paint it one colour . The picture has never been particularly pretty. 
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	_ _ _ “The world is black, the world is white.” So go the lyrics to a 1970s number one hit about racism by the band Three Dog Night. Unfortunately, the world according to movies, TV, music, art, literature, and history often isn’t even that complex—it tends to be almost 100 percent white. Racism and White supremacy factor into this monochromatic alternate universe, where white dominates the big picture, pushing other colours to the sidelines or out of the frame entirely. When historians, creators, and storytellers do this, they’re guilty of whitewashing, in modern vernacular. 
_ _ _ According to one Merriam-Webster definition, to whitewash is to “gloss over or cover up,” which, in a sense, is what the racial form of whitewashing does. It creates a White world where sins against people of colour, including Blacks, Native Americans, Asians, Latinos, and other minority groups cease to matter because, in revisionist history and reality, those minority groups barely exist. Race is a divisive concept. 
_ _ _ Whitewashing the past goes far beyond how the Civil War has been traditionally taught in American schools as a battle over states’ rights in which slavery was but an afterthought and the major players were all White (Abraham Lincoln, Ulysses S. Grant, Robert E. Lee). It’s also in the romanticizing of slavery in Gone with the Wind. “Colonialism was neither romantic nor beautiful,” Viviane Rutabingwa and James Kassaga Arinaitwe wrote in a 2015 NPR article. “It was exploitative and brutal. The legacy of colonialism still lives quite loudly to this day.” 



Work with words 
1. Here is a list of adjectives. Find their opposites in the text. 
a. Obvious, plain or simple. 




c. Unifying 
b. Multicoloured 





d. Unconventional, unorthodox

2. Read the following definitions and find in the text the words or expressions they refer to. 
a. The language or dialect spoken by the ordinary people in a particular country or region: 
b. The presence of something in only small or insufficient quantities or amounts. 
c. Something that is thought of or added later. 
d. A broad, overall view or perspective of an issue or problem 
3. Explain the meaning of the following words or expressions: 
a. Out of the frame (l. 5)




c. Exploitative (l. 15)
b. Revisionist (l. 9)





d. lives quite loudly (l.16)
Show you understand 
1. Introduce the document. 
2. Look at the following subordinate titles and find the paragraph they refer to : a) Rewriting History b) Turning a blind eye to other social groups c) Through the prism of whiteness
3. Say if the following statements are FALSE or CORRECT. Justify your choice in your own words and by quoting elements from the text. 
a. The journalist is convinced that today’s society takes all its minorities into account. 
b. Whitewashing is a phenomenon that mainly concerns the entertainment industry. 
c. The word ‘Race’ causes disagreement or hostility among people 
d. Presenting a romanticizing vision of slavery is a very good idea as it pours oil on troubled waters.
4. Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 
a. What does whitewashing consist in according to Jeremy Helligar? 
b. By what misleading means are ‘sins’ against other minorities overlooked? 
c. Why is the vision of slavery conveyed by films like ‘Gone with the Wind’ both simplistic and insulting? 
d. In your opinion, what does Jeremy Helligar mean when he says that ‘ The legacy of colonialism still lives quite loudly to this day’ (l. 16-17)?
5.“Race is a divisive concept.” What are divisive concepts? Why are they seen as a burning issue in the USA? 
