How To Take Without Stealing, Inspiration vs. Plagiarism
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	_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _. A word that sends shivers down the spine of writers and creatives everywhere. First of all, just to get this out of the way, plagiarism is bad. Copying someone else’s work and claiming it as your own can get you expelled from school or excommunicated from the church of journalism. It can also get you into major legal trouble. Inspiration, on the other hand, is celebrated in the creative community, and is often the driving force behind the work of every artist you know and love. Inspiration can be drawn from anywhere, whether it is from a simple conversation or a beautiful piece of art.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Creatives are often inspired by the work of their peers, and draw inspiration from works in the same or similar category as their own. This is where the line between inspiration and plagiarism starts to become blurry. In order to effectively take inspiration without copying, you must first figure out why a piece of work is inspiring. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Try to decipher the mechanisms used in creating the piece, which function to evoke that inspired feeling within you. These mechanisms are the key to drawing inspiration without plagiarizing someone else’s work. For an example, let’s think about designing a logo. You may look at other logos for inspiration during the discovery phase of the project. Instead of trying to create something that simply looks similar, try to create something that feels similar. Maybe you are attracted to the shape of the curves in the original logo, or the underlying balance and symmetry are inspiring to you. 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _Another major distinction between inspiration and plagiarism is whether or not you have added something new to it. Your creative process should not stop at taking inspiration. Instead, take the inspiration (figure out which mechanisms are inspiring to you), and then blend it with other new ideas in order to transform it into something new. Creativity is synthesis. Creative people have the ability to combine existing ideas in a new way to build something completely novel. This is another key to avoiding plagiarism. Make sure to always incorporate and combine YOUR ideas if you are taking inspiration from someone else’s ideas. And, of course, always cite your sources. It’s easy (and important). 


1. Introduce the document
2. Work with words. Here is a list of words. Can you find their equivalents in the text ? 
a. decode: 



b. artwork : 


c. devices : 
d. unclear : 



e. intertwine, mix : 

f. amalgam, fusion:
3. Read the following definitions and find in the text the phrase they refer to. 
a. Be excluded from a communion of believers:
b. Make someone feel excited, enthusiastic or frightened: 
c. The impetus, power, or energy behind something in motion  
4. Here is a list of titles. Say to which paragraph they correspond to. a) Blurred lines  b) Personal touch c) A source of new ideas d) What is plagiarism?

5. Find a suitable preposition to fill in the blanks
a. The sight of his latest work of art sends a shiver _ _ _ _  my spine!  b. I can’t help wondering what he drew his inspiration _ _ _ _ ! c. I am pretty sure that his wife is the driving force _ _ _ _ his creative process. d. No matter how shocking it can be, his artwork is not inspiring _ _ _ _us! e. And when you think of it, he simply blends his ideas _ _ _ _those of famous creatives. 
6. The tone of the journalist is SERIOUS – LIGHT. Quote from the text to support your choice. 
7. Say if the following statements are right or wrong.
a. Claiming that someone else’s work is yours is legally acceptable.
b. You can be inspired by someone’s work and be praised for that. 
c. It is easy to set a clear limit between plagiarism and inspiration. 
d. What matters is to create something personal that may look similar. 
8. What are the steps to be taken during the creative process according to the journalist?
9. Why is it important to put something personal into your creation? 
10. “And, of course, always cite your sources. It’s easy (and important).” (l. 23) Why is it important to always cite your sources? 
