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	Most of recorded human history is one big data gap. Starting with the theory of Man the Hunter, the chroniclers of the past have left little space for women’s role in the evolution of humanity, whether cultural or biological. Instead, the lives of men have been taken to represent those of humans overall. When it comes to the lives of the other half of humanity, there is often nothing but silence.
 
And these silences are everywhere. Our entire culture is riddled with them. Films, news, literature, science, city planning, economics. The stories we tell ourselves about our past, present and future. They are all marked – disfigured – by a female-shaped ‘absent presence’. This is the gender data gap.
 
The gender data gap isn’t just about silence. These silences, these gaps, have consequences. They impact on women’s lives every day. The impact can be relatively minor. Shivering in offices set to a male temperature norm, for example, or struggling to reach a top shelf set at a male height norm. Irritating, certainly. Unjust, undoubtedly.
 
But not life-threatening. Not like crashing in a car whose safety measures don’t account for women’s measurements. Not like having your heart attack go undiagnosed because your symptoms are deemed ‘atypical’. For these women, the consequences of living in a world built around male data can be deadly.
 
One of the most important things to say about the gender data gap is that it is not generally malicious, or even deliberate. Quite the opposite. It is simply the product of a way of thinking that has been around for millennia and is therefore a kind of not thinking. A double not thinking, even: men go without saying, and women don’t get said at all. Because when we say human, on the whole, we mean man.



Work with words
1. Here are some words or expressions. Can you find their equivalents in the text? 
a. unimportant or trivial:
 b. to fight, to strive: 
c. toxic, vicious: 

d. deformed, distorted: 
2. Find the odd one out each time. 
a. data

 
– statistics
– figures
 
– event 
b. riddled with 

– devoid of 
– full of  

– packed with 
c. deemed 

– alleviated 
– alleged 

– regarded 
3. Complete the blanks with relevant prepositions
a. When it comes _ _ _ _ defining ‘womanhood’, most men are at a loss.  
b. This decision may have an impact _ _ _ _ your whole life!
c. This crisis is not just _ _ _ _ highlighting our problems. 
Show you understand 
4. Introduce the document
5. What is the big data gap about? Circle the relevant phrases: theorizing about Man the Hunter – emphasizing the historical role of women – describing women’s biological evolution – describing humankind through the prism of masculinity.
6. Pick out words or expressions showing that … 
a. Working in a male-dominated environment is not easy for women.
b. Driving a vehicle designed for men can be dangerous, if not deadly, for women. 
c. Doctors misunderstand heart disease in women. 

7. Say if the following statements are RIGHT or WRONG and justify by quoting the text. 
a. Very few parts of our culture are impacted by a male-centred way of thinking.
b. This female-shaped ‘absent presence’ is unimportant. 
c. This gender data gap is calculated and intentional. 
d. It would only take a few years to change this traditional way of thinking 
8. “It is simply the product of a way […] of not thinking.” Rephrase the same idea in your own words and illustrate it with a few examples. 
9. Answer the following questions in complete sentences 
a. According to you, why is Caroline Criado Perez’s book entitled ‘Invisible women’? 
b. Does the gender data gap only disadvantage women in the workplace? 
c. Why may women be held responsible for their situation? 
d. Why do most people mean ‘man’ when they say ‘human’? 

10. The gender data gap isn’t just about silence. These silences, these gaps, have consequences. They impact on women’s lives every day.” (80 words minimum) To what extent do you share Caroline Criado Perez’s opinion? 
