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	I am aware of an obvious inference: from every direction I have heard protests against ‘masculine women’, but where are they to be found? If men are using this label in criticism of women’s ardour in hunting, shooting, and gambling, I shall gladly join in; but if their target is the imitation of manly virtues, or (more accurately) the achieving of the talents and virtues that ennoble the human character and raise females in the scale of animal being when they are brought under the comprehensive label ‘mankind’, all those who view women with a philosophical eye must, I should think, join me in wanting women to grow more and more ‘masculine’ every day.
This discussion naturally divides the subject. I shall first consider women as human creatures who, in common with men, are placed on this earth to develop their abilities; and then I shall attend to the implications of the more specific label women.
I want to steer clear of an error that many writers have fallen into, namely giving women instruction that has been appropriate for ladies. 
I shall address my sex in a firmer tone, focussing particularly on those in the middle class, because they appear to be in the most natural state. ·As
for the upper classes: Perhaps the ‘great’ have always scattered seeds of false refinement, immorality, and vanity!
Weak, artificial beings who have been prematurely and unnaturally raised above the ordinary wants and feelings of mankind undermine the very foundation of virtue and spread corruption through the whole mass of society! They have a stronger claim to pity than any other class of mankind.
The upbringing of the rich tends to make them vain and helpless, and their unfolding minds are not strengthened by the practice of the duties that dignify the human character.
They live only to amuse themselves, and—by a law that also operates in nature—they soon come to have nothing to offer except barren amusement. 


Work with words
1. Here are some words or expressions. Can you find their equivalents in the text? 
a. clear and evident: 


b. a goal, an aim: 
c. keep away from: 


d. disperse, dissipate: 
e. waste one’s time idly:

f. vain, purposeless: 
2. Find the odd one out each time. 
a. comprehensive 
– global 
– understanding 
– exhaustive 
b. abilities 

– talents 
– qualification 

– dexterity 
c. appropriate 

– personal 
– relevant 

– pertinent 
3. Complete the blanks with relevant prepositions
a. Most women view the gender pay gap _ _ _ _ a critical eye. 
b. They joined us _ _ _ _ complaining about the way women were being treated. 
c. Think twice! You mustn’t fall _ _ _ _ this common error. 
Show you understand 
4. Introduce the document
5. Copy out and fill in the table: Masculine women according to M. Wollstonecraft
	What is acceptable 
	What is unacceptable 

	...
	...


6. “… all those who view women with a philosophical eye must, I should think, join me in wanting women to grow more and more ‘masculine’ every day.” In your opinion, what does the term 'philosophical' imply in this sentence? 

7. Say if the following statements are RIGHT or WRONG and justify by quoting the text. 
a. To cut short any controversy about their ‘masculinity’, the author first focuses on women as ‘human creatures’ 
b. According to Wollstonecraft’s definition of mankind, women have very little in common with men. 
c. According to her, most authors address women from all walks of life. 
d. She decides to focus on those in the middle class because they are immoral and vain. 
e. She has a very high opinion of women from the upper classes. 
8. Pick out all the words and expressions that refer to the upper classes.
9. Answer the following questions in complete sentences 
a. Why should we pity the member of the upper class according to Wollstonecraft?
b. What in her eyes dignifies the human character? 
c. What is the impact of a life of amusement on one’s character? 
d. To what extent can those ‘artificial beings’ spread corruption through the whole mass of society? 

10. In your opinion, why did M. Wollstonecraft decide to address women from the middle class specifically? (80 words minimum) 
