(adapted from) From Script to Screen: What Role for Intellectual Property? Cathy Jewell, WIPO ,  January 5th 2021 (source :https://www.wipo.int/)
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	Of all the IP rights, copyright is the linchpin of the film-making enterprise. Among other things, it protects creators or owners of rights by preventing others from using their works without their permission. The making of a film is a complex, collaborative endeavour that gives rise to many different layers of rights that relate to different elements of a production, such as the screenplay, the music, the direction and the performances.
The rights connected to each of these need to be licensed, transferred, and documented to allow the producer – the person responsible for turning creative ideas into a marketable concept – to claim ownership of the film, raise the necessary finance to make the film, and license distribution rights so it reaches the widest possible audience. Throughout the film-making process, producers negotiate multiple agreements that define how the IP rights arising from the input of the various creative contributors will be used and remunerated. These agreements are underpinned by copyright law and contract law and are known as chain of title documentation.
The producer will find a script that is ready to shoot, but usually the services of a professional screenwriter are required to create the screenplay. A script can be a new work, or based on an existing work, such as a novel, a play or a comic book, and is always considered an original creation to which IP rights are attached. Detailed rights purchase agreements help avoid unforeseen legal problems further down the road. 
When it comes to securing the necessary funds to produce a film, these IP rights supported by clear chain of title documentation are by far the most valuable assets the producer holds. Similarly, the producer will negotiate agreements with actors and performers. These can be complex and sensitive as they blend IP-related issues – such as the transfer of rights to the producer – and conditions of employment. The legal status of actors varies from one country to another. 
Only with a clear chain of title documentation (proving ownership of underlying rights in a work) can a producer have any success in securing deals with distributors. Producers enter into agreements with distributors against remuneration and the promise of the film’s distribution to key markets. Distribution agreements may include changes to the title, cuts designed to comply with film classification/censorship requirements, dubbing and sub-titling among others. Trademarks also feature prominently in films. Like other businesses, movie studios use trademarks to create a distinctive identity and to stand out in a crowded market place, which can open the door to lucrative licensing and merchandizing agreements. 
A great deal of technical equipment is used to make a movie – the camera itself as well as equipment for lighting, editing, sound and special effects. Innovation is a hallmark of the industry. Many of these technological breakthroughs are protected by patents. 


Work with words
1. Here are some words or expressions. Can you find their equivalents in the text? 
a. backbone, cornerstone: 
b. venture, attempt: 
c. possession, control:
d. supported, reinforced: 
e. unexpected, unanticipated:


 
2. Complete the blanks with the right preposition. 
a. The fear of being sued for plagiarism didn’t prevent him _ _ _ _ stealing my ideas. 
b. The producer is responsible _ _ _ _ _ negotiating multiple IP-related agreements. 
c. The status of actors varies _ _ _ _ _ one country _ _ _ _ _ another. 

3. Here are three definitions. Find in the text the words they refer to.
a. The exclusive and assignable legal right, given to the originator for a fixed number of years, to print, publish, perform, film, or record literary, artistic, or musical material.   
b. A license conferring a right or title for a set period, especially the sole right to exclude others from making, using, or selling an invention. 
c. a symbol, word, or words legally registered or established by use as representing a company or product. 
Show you understand 
4. Introduce the document.
5. Say if the following statements are correct or false and justify your choice in your own words or by quoting the article. 
a. The aim of copyrights is to help their holders make as much money as possible.   
b. In the film industry, copyrights are insignificant. 
c. The chain of title documentation contains all the technical specifications of a film.   
d. Actors and performers’ rights are the same all over the world. 
e. It is always possible for a distributor to change the title of a film. 
8. Find elements in the text showing that … 
a. all stages of film production are impacted by the need to respect copyrights. 
b. producers play a major role when it comes to avoiding legal problems. 
c. distribution is not the only way to defray costs of production and film promotion.  
d. a logo that makes a studio stand out from the crowd can attract viewers in droves.
e. technical breakthroughs can ensure the success of a film. 
9. Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 
a. Why is the chain of title documentation an essential document in the film-making process? 
b. In your opinion, why aren’t actors and performers granted the same rights all over the world?
c. To what extent is it acceptable for distributors to alter the content of a film?
d. Why are trademark, licensing and merchandizing agreements particularly important? 
e. How can the work of technicians be rewarded? Can you think of one precise example? 
