(adapted from) What is film music? 
Expertise, 16 Nov 21  (source : https://www.audionetwork.com/)
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	Film music is, quite simply, music that features in a film. The term ‘film music’ is an umbrella term that covers two types of movie music: the score and the soundtrack.
    A film score is a collection of mostly instrumental music that’s created specifically for a film by a composer. A film soundtrack is an album of pre-existing songs chosen to be featured in the film.  
Film music has three primary functions:
    Transport : Right from the beginning of a film, music has the power to whisk you away to different lands, planets and points in time. Film producers use music to encourage an audience to imagine they’re part of the on-screen events, which, in turn, allows them to immerse themselves in the story.
    Trigger Emotions : Film music can trigger emotions, from sorrow to nostalgia. If certain characters, conversations and settings cause viewers to feel a certain way, they are likely to connect with the film and become a fan. For instance, they feel sorry for the characters, and, therefore, more connected to them. Over time, an emotional scene can be the reason why viewers return to watch a film. Music is paramount to a film’s success as a single beautiful composition – say, for example, ‘Married Life’ from Pixar’s UP – can create a huge impact. 
    Hint : Without music, viewers would find it difficult to invest in and digest a narrative. Music is trustworthy. A viewer can depend on the music of a film to hint at the vibe of a setting, the intentions of a character and the purpose of a scene. Upon hearing the music, an active audience member will know how the director requires them to read and comprehend a scene.

How can good music contribute to the overall success of a film?
    Reviews: If you read film reviews, you’ll know critics almost always share their opinion on the music of the film – and the music will have a part to play in the critic’s overall rating. Poorly rated films often struggle to attract audiences; thus, it’s paramount that music is carefully considered when producing a film, to ensure the critics are on board.
    Awards: Music can increase a film’s chances of receiving awards, and every film studio in the world is keen to showcase any Oscar, Golden Globe, BAFT or Grammy they can get their hands on.
    Audience Reaction: A movie has to make a viewer feel something – whether that’s happy, sad or simply grateful to be alive – for it to deserve to be labelled ‘successful’.
Most viewers appreciate the kind of films that leave a lasting impression. If a viewer establishes a relationship with a particular piece of music, they’re likely to re-watch the film again and again. And some would argue that repeat viewings are the ultimate indicator of a successful film.


Work with words
1. Here are some words or expressions. Can you find their equivalents in the text?
a. a generic word: 


b. activate, set off: 
c. suggest, indicate: 
 

d. the goal, the aim: 


2. Can you find the three pairs of antonyms? 
a. Paramount     b. unreliable     c. limited     d. trustworthy     e. huge     f. trivial
3. Complete the blanks with relevant prepositions.
a. The magnificence of the soundtrack literally whisked me _ _ _ _ _. 
b. The plot was so dull that viewers found it hard to immerse themselves _ _ _ _ it.
c. Sorry, this is the only CD I could get my hands _ _ _ _ _. 
4. Here are some definitions. Find the words they refer to: a soundtrack – a score – a tune – a song – a composition 
a. A usually short piece of music with words that are sung.
b. A piece of music that someone has written.
c. The sounds, especially the music, of a film, or a separate recording of this.
d. Writing, or changing a piece of music for particular instruments or voices.
e. A series of musical notes, especially one that is pleasant and easy to remember. 

Show you understand 
5. Introduce the document.
6. Pick out words or expressions in the text showing that … 
a. … music plays an essential role in the immersion process.
b. … it can arouse all sorts of emotions in the viewer.
c. … it is meaningful
d. … reviews can have a huge impact on the success of a film 

7. Say if the following statements are correct or false and justify your choice in your own words or by quoting from the text. 
a. There is not much difference between a film soundtrack and a score. 
b. It is easier to connect to the characters if you feel emotionally involved. 
c. Music plays an important role when it comes to getting into the critics’ good graces. 
d. If a movie doesn’t make viewers feel anything, it is usually poorly rated. 
e. A particular piece of music can prompt viewers to see a film again and again. 
8. Answer the following questions in complete sentences. 
a. According to the journalist, what makes a scene emotional? 
b. To what extent may a viewer depend on the film music to hint at the vibe of a setting?  
c. Do you think that without music, viewers would find it difficult to invest in and digest a narrative? Explain why or why not. 
d. Why is music more likely to leave a lasting impression about a film?
