(adapted from) The Ultimate Film Budgeting Guide – part I
Amy Clarke, December 3, 2019 (source : https://nofilmschool.com/)
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	    On large film sets it is the line producer or unit production manager who prepares the film's budget. when calculating your film's production budget, they consider the following elements: the type of film they are making, how to break down the script, cast wages, above-the-line crew, below-the-line crew, pre-production costs, production costs, post-production costs, and distribution costs. 
     It is wise to plan what type of film (e.g a micro-budget collab’ with friends) and schedule you are hoping to create before you draft your budget, not to mention that the schedule of a film with a budget will look a lot different from that of a DIY venture. The desired outcome for your film can help determine what range of budget you need when you fill out your film budget template.
    How are you hoping to fund your film? And how much time are you willing to spend acquiring that funding? In order to estimate your film's budget, you need to decide how many days you aim to be in production. Studio films get by on shooting only one page of script a day. The majority of films average about five pages, and a low-budgets can plan to shoot as many as ten.  In general, the more days of filming the more your film will cost. 
    To break down your script, first list all of your scenes then next to them list their locations and a brief description of the action taking place in each scene. The majority of films are shot out of sequence. You may have several scenes in the same location that can be shot on the same day. Determine how many pages you will be shooting each day, and create a basic shooting schedule. 
Also, keep in mind that some scenes such as dialogue scenes will be a lot easier to shoot than stunt sequences. Having an idea of how many production days you need will help a great deal with your film budget breakdown. 
    Now that you have an idea of how many days you will be filming, you also now have an estimate of how many days of filming you need for each actor. 
How much are you going to pay your actors? Most actors will be getting paid by the recommended union rates in their country (typically SAG in the USA).  Well-known or famous actors will have a rate to be negotiated by their managers. Some actors will also have their own going daily rates. For low-budgets, you need to have an idea of how much you can afford to pay each actor. 
    Plan to be shooting for a few more extra days than expected, in case pickups any are needed. You may also be required to pay for several rehearsal/prep days. For example, a musical feature will have a longer prep time for actors to learn songs and dance sequences. You might also wish to book your actors in for a few extra days of promotion.


1. According to the journalist, how many elements should be taken into consideration when budgeting a film? 
2. Why does she start with breaking down the script? 
3. Can you explain why a perfect shooting schedule is necessary to  cut expenses?
4. What do you have to keep in mind when you hire actors?
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