CEC exam preparation – Worksheet : Idiomatic Expressions with body parts

1. I have a huge backlog of work. Can you lend me a … ?
a) finger 


c) wrist 
b) hand 


d) shoulder 

2. Juliet is head over … with Romeo, isn’t she? 
a) shoulders 


c) knees
b) elbows  


d) heels

3. Spicy news, really? …
a) My ears are open. 

c) I am all ears.
b) Let me open my ears.  
d) Ears up!  
4. I know it's true, because I got it straight from the ...
a) sheep’s throat 

c) child’s lips 
b) horse’s mouth

d) chicken’s beak

5. It’s high time you faced the problem! Don’t … to it!” 
a) close your eyes 

c) seal your eyelids
b) turn a blind eye 

d) shut your eye 

6. My car was really expensive. It cost me ...
a) a hand and an arm

c) a leg and an eye
b) an arm and a leg 

d) an eye and a tooth 

7. Her brother is so full of himself but he is a pain in the ...
a) leg



c) neck
b) back 


d) rib 

8. She should know but I don’t have the … to tell her. 
a) stomach 


c) heart
b) guts 



d) belly

9.  He is a hero in her …
a) eye



c) sight
b) eyes



d) vision 

10. Adele couldn’t bear the pressures of being constantly in the public eye. 
a) eye



c) sight
b) eyes



d) vision 

11.What have I done to you? You’ve been giving me the ... all afternoon  ...... 
a) frozen eye


c) cool hand
b) cold shoulder   

d) hot temper 

12. You can confide in me, ...
a) my mouth is closed 

c) my throat is sore
b) my lips are sealed 

d) my teeth are clenched

13. The mayor promised to take action but it is only … 
a) lip service


c) shoulder rubbing 
b) back patting


d) mouth wash

14. This influencer just wants to … with stars to attract more followers.
a) polish fingers


c) rub shoulders
b) shake hands 

d) smooth skin
15. I have the answer … of my tongue
a) on the end 


c) on the tip 
b) on the top


d) on the edge

16. Don’t let this secret ruin your life, get if off ...
a) your mind


c) your chest
b) your head


d) your heart

17. You are taking your driving licence today? … ! 
a) sprain an ankle

c) cut a finger
b) break a leg


d) pull an arm
17. You are taking your driving licence today? I am ...
a) squeezing my thumbs
c) biting my nails
b) crossing my fingers

d) biting my tongue

19. Nothing would shift it however much ... we used 
a) finger oil


c) arm lard
b) elbow grease

d) wrist fuel

20. His bragging about his new phone made my … 
a) head fume 


c) blood boil
b) ears burn 


d) skin melt

21. All her comments hit the bull’s 
a) eye



c) forehead
b) head



d) horns
22. You won the lottery? … 
a) My eye! 


c) My legs!
b) My foot!


d) My nose!
23. He turned … his nose at our proposal. 
a) down


c) away 
b) up



d) aside
24. Her horrible story made my hair … 
a) erect 


c) stand on end
b) dress 


d) remain stiff
25. The film was so sad that I had a … in my throat. 
a) a cat 


c) a lump 
b) a frog 


d) a crump
26.  I had to bite my ... when he was claiming credit for the team's hard work. 
a) tongue


c) finger 
b) cheek


d) nail
27. The horse won by a ...’s breadth.
a) head 


c) mouth
b) hair



d) tail
28. He was caught red-… but got away with it with a slap on the …
a) fingered / hand 

c) handed / wrist 
b) armed / fingers 

d) nosed / palm
29. Whenever Bella sees Edward Cullen, she has … in her stomach. 
a) dragonflies 


c) ladybirds 
b) butterflies 


d) bugs
30. “Walls have ears” means that people … 
a) poorly insulated their house 
c) are too noisy
b) chose the wrong wallpaper
d) may be eavesdropping

