''Can books, without much explanation, without being read even, say something?'' 
We may wonder whether books still serve a purpose in today’s world. Indeed, even if reading fans are as fond of reading as ever, fewer and fewer people buy books these days. As a result, booksellers are falling victim to the ever-deepening lack of interest in books, which may sound paradoxical since ordering books has never been so easy. 


First of all, digital media are taking the lion’s share as people mainly read text messages, web content and online press. Even reading fans are now turning to e-readers because online books offer a cost-effective way to access an almost unlimited selection of short stories, novellas, novels and essays. 

However, a lot of care goes into the making of a book, in terms of paper, typography, binding and illustration, to name its most important aspects. This is the reason why books should not be reduced to their content alone. In other words, a book is the result of well thought-out decisions that are not necessarily related to its content. 

Finally, apart from paperbacks, which can be seen as disposable goods designed to be easily recycled, most books are refined and meaningful objects whose aesthetic value often surpasses their primary purpose, that is to say entertaining readers. As artistic objects, books can be lifelong companions. 
All things considered, the value and meaning of a book depends on our own vision of this object. It can say something without much explanation or without being read even, only if it was carefully chosen, kept and cherished for what it represents. Otherwise, it has no more significance or value than a file stored in the memory of an  e-reader. 

Word bank 
cost-effective  = économique, rentable 
disposable = jetable 


an e-reader = une liseuse 

ever-deepening = toujours plus profond
to fall victim to = être victime
 to be fond of  = être fan de
a lack of = un manque de 


lifelong = de toute une vie

to order (ici) = commander
to serve a purpose = avoir une utilité
well thought-out decisions = des décisions bien pesées 
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