Thanksgiving, or Thanksgiving Day, is a traditional North American holiday
Today, Thanksgiving is celebrated on the second Monday of October in Canada and on the fourth Thursday of November in the United States. Thanksgiving dinner is done in the evening, usually as a gathering of friends and/or family. For this special day, families often cross all the country to meet their families
Nowadays, thanksgiving is a quite secular holiday, and everybody celebrates it, whatever their religion.

There are several versions of the first thanksgiving:

-The first recorded Thanksgiving ceremony took place on September 8, 1565, when 600 Spanish settlers, under the leadership of Pedro Menendez de Aviles, landed at what is now St. Augustine, Florida, and immediately held a Mass of Thanksgiving for their safe arrival to the New World.
-The second one, On December 4, 1619, 38 English settlers arrived at Berkeley Hundred in Virginia. The group's charter required that the day of arrival be observed yearly as a "day of thanksgiving" to God

-then, in 1621, the Pilgrims at Plymouth celebrated Thanksgivings with the Native Americans.

Squanto, a Pawtuxet Native American who resided with the Wampanoag tribe, taught the Pilgrims how to catch eel (=anguille) and grow corn and served as an interpreter for them (Squanto had learned English as a slave in Europe and travels in England). The Pilgrims set apart a day to celebrate at Plymouth immediately after their first harvest (=moisson), in 1621. At the time, this was not regarded as a Thanksgiving like nowadays; because harvest festivals were existing parts of English and Wampanoag tradition alike.
The traditional thanksgiving dinner looks like the dinner of the Pilgrims and the Native Americans. There is of course turkey, so much so that Thanksgiving is sometimes referred to as "Turkey Day, stuffing (=farce), sweet potatoes, mashed potatoes, sweet corn, pumpkin pies etc … All of these primary dishes are actually native to Americans or were introduced as a new food source to Europeans when they arrived.
