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The European Parliament

General presentation 

The European Parliament is the only international institution whose members are democratically elected at the direct universal vote. Indeed the European parliament is made up of 736 members, who represent 375 million voters from 27 States, and who are elected at the direct universal suffrage every five year since 1979. The European Parliament establishes multiple laws (directives, payments…) which influence the everyday life of every citizen.

The European parliament is, with the European Union Council (meeting of the national Ministers) and the European Commission, the legislative power of the European institutions. 

During the revision of treaties, the powers of the European Parliament, within the European institutions, did not stop increasing. Today, the European Parliament stands out as a co-legislator. It has a budgetary power and takes part in the democratic control over all the European authorities.

It participates actively in the editorial staff of the legislation whose impact is perceptible in the casual life of its citizens : environmental protection, rights of the consumers, equal opportunity, transport or free circulation of workers, capital, services and goods. It can also, with the Council, define the annual budget of the European Union. 

It has a political role. Indeed the European Parliament is a real international stand in which numerous leaders come to express themselves. Over the years, it has become the interpreter of the outside and internal shares of the Union. It allows a participation of the members of parliament and, thus of the citizens .

Many languages are spoken at the European parliament. Indeed at the European Parliament, each language of the 27 States has the same importance : all the parliamentary documents are published in all the official languages of the European Union (EU) and every member can express himself in the official language of his choice. It guarantees the transparency and the accessibility of its works to all citizens.
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Its headquarters is in Strasbourg in France and is used for the plenary sessions. Its commissions, as well as some additional plenary sessions are held in the Léopold Space, in Brussels. Its General Secretary is settled in Luxembourg.

He leads all the works of the European Parliament and its organs as well as debates in plenary session in Strasbourg but also in Brussels. He assures the good running of all the activities of the European parliament and its organ. With his signature, he defines the budget of the European Union…

The history of the European parliament 

Before being what it is today, the European parliament underwent various steps which are linked with the history of the European Union.

The history began on April 18th , 1951 in Paris, after the second world war, with the creation of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) by six countries: France, Germany, Italy, Netherlands, Luxembourg and Belgium. 

It was created in order to keep peace, democracy and freedom. Indeed it was the main aim of the ECSC. To pursue this new aim, they decided to place their countries’ coal and steel industries under common administration, or in other words to learn to manage economic resources jointly, to live together and to build a shared future in the midst of the Cold War. 

The European Coal and Steel Community established, in September 1952, a common Assembly made up of 78 members from national parliaments of the six founder countries. In this assembly, the members of parliament had the power to sanction the High Authority.

A political break took place in March 1957, with the creation of the European Economic Community (EEC). The Common Assembly became the European parliamentary Assembly. Renamed the European Parliament in 1962, this assembly was then endowed with only consultative powers. The first president of the European parliamentary Assembly was Robert Schuman, who was elected in March 1958.

Then, in 1979, the number of members of parliament was increased again and the members were directly elected by people for the first time for five years. 

Then the staff of the European Parliament gradually increased because other countries joined the European Union. The number of members of parliament was also increased in 1994 after the German reunification and the Treaty of Nice carried it into 732. If the Treaty of Lisbon comes into effect, the European Parliament will count from the following legislature 750 members of parliament (plus the president of the Parliament who will have no right to vote).

To conclude, the number of members of the European Parliament increased gradually, going from 78 members of parliament in 1952 to 736 in 2009, thanks to the extension of the European Union. 

Nevertheless, it wasn’t the only change : little by little the European parliament acquired power. Indeed in 1957, as France had asked, the Parliament was only an assembly consisted of members of the national parliaments without power. Thus the assembly wasn’t allowed to introduce bills. 

First, it acquired a power of very limited legislative initiative with the treaty of Amsterdam : it could only introduce a bill to the Commission. The Germans, and particularly Helmut Kohl, who lived under a parliamentary democracy, kept asking for an extension of the Parliament’s powers. Although they had to face oppositions of French people, for instance the General de Gaulle, François Mitterrand…, the European Parliament eventually acquired more and more power on the European political scene.

The treaty of Amsterdam increased most of the European Parliament’s powers. Nevertheless the treaty of Lisbon also joins in this increase of  power of the European Parliament. Indeed it granted it the right of constitutional initiative, and made more frequent the appeal to the procedure of joined decision.

To put things in a nutshell, from 1952 to nowadays, the European Parliament increased its number of members and its power.

At the present time, the president of the European parliament is Jerzy Buzek. He was elected in 2009, and is the successor of Hans-Gert Pöttering who was elected in 2007. The president of the European parliament is elected for two and a half renewable years, that is to say a half-legislature. He represents the Parliament outside and in his relations with the other community institutions.








