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European Parliament’s Architecture
In 1990, an international contest of Architecture was organized by Catherine Trautmann to find someone able to build the future European Parliament in the city of Strasbourg. 
Several files were presented but, in fact, four are retained which were:

· Spadolini (Italy) 

· Powell – Moya (England)

· Jourda – Perraudin (France)

· Architecture Studio Europe (France)
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Projects were presented in spring 1991 and Architecture Studio Europe’s project was  retained.

An European building needed to incarnate:

· An idea of democracy
· Europe’s future

· Freedom

· Peace

A European building needed an architecture which transmitted these values.
There was a willingness to create an architecture which seted up systems of open relation ship, an architecture which corresponded to the democracy idea.
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The European Parliament of Strasbourg is a building with many geometrical forms.

Inside the building, there is the “high street” (200 meters long, 26 meters high and 9.60 meters large). On the ground, there were a hugh quantity of  black shist flagstones unequally broken. [image: image4.png]



Besides, the large presence of glass gives an opening impression , it’s used to show that Europe hasn’t got barriers or borders and that all Europeans are equals and similars.
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