Immigration then and now

"How would compare today's immigrants ... how ... and contrast them to previous generations?"

"It's always been the case that people who came to America, mostly came to establish themselves, because they were fleeing from something ... usually, economic hardship at the end of the nineteenth century and early twentieth century ; before that, of course , religion had to do with it as well, but after 1880, it was mostly people from southern, central and eastern Europe, including Italians. At the time that was seen as something that was threatening, both from a cultural point of view and from an economic point of view . These were people who were seen or perceived as having a very different type of cultural background, people who were more low skilled than their predecessors, who were not going to contribute to the economy, who were going to take jobs away, who had a low level of education...  and there came about a set of laws that really were aimed at stemming the general inflow ...so that is kind of similar to what we've seen in recent years, with all these different efforts to try and stem the inflow of people from Mexico and central America. People forget that at the time Italians were seen just as many people perceive Mexican immigration today.
