Vocabulary

Boomtown : (n) fast-growing and successful city

Outlandish (adj) : extremely unusual or weird = bizarre

Dhow (n) : arab ship

Scaffolding (n) : system of poles and planks used in buildings 

Dredged (v) : to dig-dug-dug, scooped out 

Relentlessly (adv) : continuing always at the same demanding level

Indistinguishable (adj) : impossible to tell apart

Bucket loads of salt (phr) not to be taken seriously

Notoriously (adv) : widely known for an undesirable feature

Designated (adj) : selected

Plum jobs (phr) : best jobs

Fulcrum (n) : pivot, something (sth) that supports something else

Mugged (v) : robbed

QUIZZ

Which of these questions do you think are true ?

Dubai is part of Saudi Arabia

It has the largest man-made harbour in the world

It has the highest paid construction workers in the world

It has the world’s biggest shopping mall

The crime rate is extremely high

Speaking activity

Discuss with partners the advantages and disadvantages of living in a city like Dubai.

Expressing opinion : 

I agree (with) … / I don’t agree … / In my opinion … / As far as I’m concerned … / I reckon … / I suppose … / If it was up to me … / On the one hand …, on the other hand… / Touristically speaking, I would say … / 
DISCUSSION POINT

Do you think the building of Dubai is positive or negative ?

Pick out three items of evidence from the article to back up your point of view

LANGUAGE ACTIVITY

You are a building project manager in Dubai and want to request a higher wage for your workers. State your case and give three reasons for your request.

You work in tourism public relations and are assigned to participating in a round table debate or preparing an advert that will draw tourists from your country to Dubai. 
