1787 Mutiny on the Bounty

Voc 
C’est le bouquet : it’s a singing pig

Arbre à pin : Breadfruit

Cargaison : Draft

Coffre : chest

All hands to stations : à vos postes

Seamen : matelots

Takeover : remplacez-moi

S’intégrer : to fit in

To stick together : se serrer les coudes

A troublemaker : un faiseur d’histoires

A bootlicker : un mouchard

To take ship : virer de bord

Wheat : le blé

I’ve got a little score to settle
+ vite : step round

Un peu de nerfs

Ship ready for sea : parrez

A vital mission to cultivate a nourishing new food that cost nothing to grow.
To reenact the most famous mutiny on a vessel

The ship mission : to transplant Polynesian breadfruit to Jamaica where it might provide unexpensive food for slaves on English plantations.

In Tahiti : No malice, greed, hatred. All the horror has been redeemed. 
Captain Bligh tried to reach Tahiti by the shortest  possible route, around Cape Horn. He was anxious to please the Admiralty only once in history, had a ship taken this route in the dead of winter and survived. Near the Cape, Bligh and his ship met head-on with combers almost on high as the Bounty itself.

After weeks of struggle, the Bounty was turned back by a stubborn winter sea and five months of sailing time were lost.


Sailing back across the Atlantic and past Africa’s Cape of Good Hope, the Bounty finally arrived in Tahiti on October 27, 1788.

They discovered an island paradise, tropical wilderness and handsome brown-skinned natives who welcomed their visitors with enthusiasm. 

The Bounty dropped anchor in Tahiti in 1788. Most historians agree that native Tahitian charms helped to spark to revolt Bligh. As a matter of fact, the idea of mutiny was alive in the winds of many crew members long before the Bounty left Tahiti.

In this spectacular scene of the film, four deserters attempt an escape to another island. The magnificent proa, or a native outrigger, used in this sequence is also on display at the Bounty Exhibit at the World’s Fair Marina.

Finally, with a thousand breadfruit trees carefully planted in wooden tubs (e), Bligh set sail for Jamaica, a port he was never destined to reach. During the past two years, the New Bounty has sailed to ports from Nova Scotia to Tahiti, to Honolulu, to Vancouver, to London and back to the United States.

Millions of people have viewed the decks of this armed merchant ship of the past.

There is an exact replica of the original Bounty at the Museum.

People can visit both above and below decks.

Visitors may go below decks to view galleys, cabins, bunkrooms, antique ships furnishings and even a replica of the rig (or brig ?) where errant crew members were punished.
The boat where Captain Bligh was adrift by Fletcher Christian mutinied (i) and the other mutineers.
And finally the authentic Polynesian village complete with tiki pole shipped from Tahiti.

Interesting to ponder why Fletcher Christian mutinied (i) and to admire the beauty of the 18th century sailing ship.
