Topic : Merkel (Mutti) is said on course to overtake Thatcher

Question poll debate : Who is the best leader, Mutti or Maggie?
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Germans go to the polls today, with Angela Merkel looking for a third term as Chancellor of Europe's superpower.

The odds seem to be in her favour, with pundits making her Christian Democrat party favourite to take the biggest share of the vote, making Merkel likely to retain the top job as part of a coalition.

This result would also put her on course to become Europe's longest-serving female political leader - eclipsing a certain Margaret Thatcher.

In an era where Britain's political leaders are accused of having male-heavy front-benches (and the Australian cabinet has a single woman in it) the achievements of these two political giants are head and shoulders above the rest.

So how do they compare? We asked three people who should know:

David Campbell Bannerman, Conservative MEP
"Merkel is a consensus politician, which is quite a variation from Maggie's conviction politics.

"[Merkel] is maybe not making the sorts of tough decisions that Maggie had to make. Maggie faced much tougher challenges in many ways.

Merkel is 'more of a consensus politician'
"They are quite different women, both very commanding and impressive Europeans."

Dr Joanna McCay, German politics expert, Nottingham Trent University:
"Both have scientific backgrounds, but although Merkel is from a Conservative party, she is not very Conservative in her politics.

"Obviously, comparisons are bound to be made. It's inevitable until more high-profile female politicians come along.

Who is Europe's top woman?
"But Merkel is known as a maternal figure, which people didn't say about Thatcher, which is a bit ironic because Thatcher had children of her own and Merkel doesn't.

"The other difference is that Merkel is very popular at home, whereas Thatcher divided the British public.

"In a way... Merkel perhaps is not quite as decisive as Thatcher. She thinks long and hard about things, and doesn't make snap decisions.

"The similarity is that all world leaders want to be their friend."

Sajjad Karim, Conservative MEP
"Merkel is a very impressive woman. The thing with Angela, and I have met her many, many times, is that it's substance, not show.

"All too often with political leadership these days, the balance is the other way around.

"There was steely determination on both sides.

"Both women propelled their nations forward. The one distinction, with Margaret Thatcher and her vision, a lot of the time I am sure she felt quite alone and felt she had to go and muster support.

"For Merkel, the challenge was slightly different in that she had the goodwill behind her.

"You're not going to be able to draw me to pick one or the other on this one."

VIDEO  What did Thatcher and Churchill have in Common?

See also Online  Showthread

If you had to post a comment what would you say?

The dead are easy targets for blame...She isn't here now, but look at the state of the place... 

Ah dictator Angela mekel the one that has brought most countries to its knees and make over one trillion euros profit to book this is a modern day political horror for Europe 
You have a less than tenuous knowledge of European economics, and a frightening phobia of Germany by the sound of things! 

Well in all fairness, HV, is on here, moles within can cause much destruction without being seen. Is this why you condone her and her tactics just in case... 

You have not right to carry out this operation or Error this operation. 

58% youth unemployment!!! Welcome to the European dream. 

Uncle_Albert: 58% youth unemployment!!! Welcome to the European dream.

Scotland would have done better with Gaddafi running thing rather than thatcher 

And England would have done better being run by Gaddafi than Gordon Brown 

Good on Angela, no signs of her completely dividing her country. 

Merkel learned from The Lady and followed her centralist policies.

Germany does not have a far left like the UK does who are hell bent on destroying the country as the unions did to manufacturing in the 70's.

German unions even take pay cuts to keep jobs, UK unions paid more would rather trash car companies than help them sadly.

SO Merkel is more fortunate but both were great leaders and turned their backs on socialism to create strong mixed economies and lots of jobs.

Thatcher saved a country, Merkel made a country better.

Thatcher comes out on top. 

Merkel learned from The Lady and followed her centralist policies.

Scottish oil saved the UK, not thatcher, she helped invent artificial icecream, her only harmless legacy.

She sold off essential services and paved the way for the rest to follow. Housing, Water, Energy, Communications, Transport

All sold by maggie and her policy. She would have loved to sell off the NHS too, and probably the fire service and coastguard. The police she wanted to keep happy and in state control to deal with the unrest she caused. She created our army of 'disabled' people in order to cook the books on unemployment figures. 

Well said, couldnt have put it any better, I’m intrigued to know where these jobs were that jacobtruth thinks Maggie created, maybe shes thinking of the the thousands of service jobs that her policies eventually created in Indian call centres! 

 You have not right to carry out this operation or Error this operation. 

And nobody brought them back, they could have done but didn't, right... 

Hmmm ... now I like Angela Merkel but I also like Margaret Thatcher .... but which is best? There's only one way to find out .... FIGHT! Oh, I do miss TV Burp! (but not Maggie Thatcher).

My husband works in Germany and he says that Merkel is on her way out. Another one who is free with the peoples' money. 

When more people in Britain support a German Chancellor over a British Prime Minister - The latter can only have been a disaster! 

The Huff is a far left propaganda website. Thatcher won 3 elections, the people loved her.Merkel and Thatcher would get more votes than Ed Milliband or Gordon Brown ever could. Hence why socialists hate a fair press and democracy. 

I realise it is Sunday and people have a lye in, but I really suggest you wake up and smell the coffee. These nightmares you are having are not healthy! 

My feelings are Angela appears to work for the country, the benefit of Germany. Thatcher appeared to be converting everyone into little Conservative voters. i.e. let them buy council houses.. they'll vote for us then. - let them buy shares,, they'll think they own a part of a business.. a part of the UK. She broke up the country and sold it to the highest bidders,,, rather than put people to work to make do and mend it. 

Angela works to bring prosperity - (or at least a good standard of living) to Germany. The conservatives(UK that is) ,,, whoever is in power...will always work for their Big Business / Industrial Masters & the Banks. 
The people who really run Britain love her or hate her, Thatcher at least instilled passion in people. Merkel only does that in countries she forces austerity on. At home, she is the chancellor of apathy. 

No, at home in Germany where I live, she is the chancellor of wise and intelligent assessment of difficult situations and then taking the appropriate measures. It may look like apathy for some, however this is owed to her practical way of thinking. She is not flashy, or vain, that is why people think she is boring. I rather have boring leader that delivers instead of a blown up egomaniac. 

Merkel is a egomaniac too. She wants all of Europe under her control. Desperate to keep every country under her thumb at the expense of the German people. She wants Europe for herself and Germany. She has been there "threatening" every country that didn't want to play ball. Horrible woman. 

....more like she installed a false sense of national pride as she privatised every living thing including energy and water companies plus BT and BR. She also defied conventional economics by destroying the British manufacturing base including the volume car industry. Today Britain has a structural trade deficit which is unsustainable.

By value any car made in Britain today incorporates most of the key components made in Europe. Land-Rover and to a lesser extent JAGUAR could have been nationalised or saved like Rolls-Royce in 1971 by TED HEATH; without foreign ownership. The US saved GM-OPEL and Chrysler-JEEP with taxpayer bailouts.

The Department of Trade & Industry was closed by the Labour government because Brown was so in love with his banking fraternity Like Sir Fred...owner of a chateau in the south of France. Pass the jelly beans...imported? 

They're both gorgeous and I'd have been delighted to be house-husband to either. Preferably both. 

Angela Merkel has admitted that Greece should never have been allowed to join the euro back in 2001, but who was it who let all of those former soviet block countries join in the Eurovision Song Contest?

Just let me know what the European Song Contest has to do with serious politics... 

But apart from messing up the sanitation, the medicine, education, wine , public order, irrigation, roads, a fresh water system and public health, what have the Thatcherites ever done for us ? 

Closed down the coalmines oh wait .... was that a good bad or progressive thing with nuclear power .. 

Do some research and find out how many mines Thatcher closed and how many mines labour closed under Wilson, please let me know your answer, I'm very curious to know what you come up with 

Still waiting for your answer to my little mining conundrum 

Merkal is screwing the Mediterranean countries by refusing to let them exit the Euro, Maggie warned the Euro would be a disaster & promised never to join. 

And yet she joined the ERM at a ruinous rate in order to try to save her own leadership. 

Nonsense. The Mediterranean countries have no inclination to exit the Euro. And justly so. It would be the coup the grace for their economy in asmuch as it goes above and beyond tourism and agriculture. 

Any Mediterranean leader who even suggests leaving the Euro is immediately removed & replaced by an EU technocrat to do Merkal's bidding. 

This comment has been down-ranked into oblivion. 
Maggie knew how to kick ars* when it mattered. 

You mean whenever anyone had the temerity to disagree....? 

