Rotary Eloquence contest, training 
Translated ITEMS  ABOUT  « Respect » 
1) The law

To abide by the law / to follow the rules

Abiding by the law, Is it a constraint or acting under duress ?

Are we due to respect … (related word : justice)
2) Liberty

If there were limits to respecting liberty, what would they be ?

What limits would there be to respecting liberty ? (the law)

3) Values
Does respect dedicated to men or to human values ? (civilisation)
They come from men. Therefore, all men showing these values must be respected. The process of civilisation is the result of universal thought maturation 
4) The Elder

Is age connected to / linked to …

Does age imply respect ?

Commonly said that the the elder have traced the path. 

The young would follow the path changing it according to the change of life

Use experiment as enlightening a path on which every one would find his direction.

5) Self esteem

Does self esteem show self confidence, self reliance ?

It is all about measuring ego. A way of expressing self esteem. Ego shouldn’t grow to rejecting the other. Ego depends on the image one has of oneself.

6) Difference

The respect to the right to difference

Does it mean, does it lead to a difference of rights ?
To be part of the rights. On the contrary, … The prevailing principle… Equality between rights and duties.

7) Equity, fairness 
(related word : justice)
Is it more respectable than equality ?                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
8) Equality 
is more respectable than equity (the right)
Right, duties, in front of / facing up death

Society grants everyone according to people’s values and skills. 
To award people with …

9) Opinion 
To what extent should we respect the opinion of others ?  (to be outrageous)

Insulting, libel (diffamation - diffamer) to get over, to go through, to cross, to overstep the limits.

To sue sb for libel.

Being prosecuted for one’s beliefs doesn’t exist.

An offence (GB), an offense (US) = un délit

What is reprehensible is the expressing of opinion. 
10) Acceptance

Does respect imply acceptance ? 
… without necessarily agreeing with …
To keep one’s beliefs until the day when …

11) Flag, Union
A symbolic representation …
A piece of fabric which is the symbol of a country, to represent the pain to become a nation
12) Belief

Why respecting a belief.

People’s private and intimate beliefs. The right to / We have to …

In any other field as long as the expression of their beliefs and worship (le culte) remains private.

13) Tolerance

To be tolerant with …

A way of showing respect ?
Acceptance of others’ difference and opinion. As long as we have to respect the opinion of others, without sharing them …That said, tolerance has limits fixed by the law or ethics (la morale)
Mentally : sur le plan moral 

To be in good (= the moral is high) or in low spirits : bon moral, pas le moral

To be down in the dumps : avoir le moral à zero

To boost the team’s moral

Faire la morale à qn : to lecture sb

The moral of this story

To be morally committed to doing sth

To have no sense of right and wrong

Moeurs : customs

That was the way people lived then

The lifestyle of the middle class 

Political practices

They have some peculiar ways

Affaire de moeurs : sex case

La police des morales : the vice squad

14) Democracy / Equality
Is democracy a form of respect to be implemented  in all countries ?
So far we didn’t find sth better than democracy 

The Republic principles for universal suffrage

The recognition of

15) Nature
Does environment respect makes nature sth to respect ?

Should be respected as so. To obey natural laws. To be part of nature. To try to domesticate it and sometimes, it would take its revenge.

16) Pardon

A kind of deferred (differé)respect

As long as hatred remains, there can be no … / There can’t be …

Fortunately, time erases / rubs out how much things are tough/harsh.

Reason gradually brings one to play dow = to put things into perspective (= relativiser)
17) Life

Does respect of life make it possible to kill sb ?

A case of self-defence / War crimes / To punish = to sanction

To weigh the same = to have or to amount the same weigh


Countries are very unequal on this aspect.

18) Reciprocity

How would you react if respect is not reciprocal?
Etre réglo = to be dependable.

It’s ok ≠ It is not really right 

An eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth
19) Respect / Acknowledgement, gratitude
The smallest common part

Kindness towards others / kindly

It shows no preference … 
People’s integrity 
To recognize each other (= one another)
ITEMS  ABOUT   SUCCESS

1) Exam/ Test or Examination / Contest 

To be preferable 

To decide between 2 people/persons

The object = the matter = the stake of (l’enjeu)

To select the best of you

To recognize = to sanction

A referred level

2) Degree / Grade
The real value of

Related topic : guarantee

To show : to testify 

The evidence of  = the proof of 

3) to succeed one’s life

Related word : blooming, which is fulfilling, blissful

Give priority to the meaning given to one’s own life

It is about being and not having

4) To succeed in one’s life 

What sense, meaning do you give to the phrase …

5) Will

Main quality, asset to succeed

Related word : persevering, perseverance

Getting what you want is …

Under the condition of actively persevering to aim the target / to fulfil your achievement / to meet the requirements

6) Fortune / being fortunate

Is part of success / of being successful

Related word : prevailing

Other meaning : marginal = unconventional

Here : a very small part of, marginal or secondary part of …

Personal investement

Nevertheless … make it different but doesn’t substitute to work / to replace / to stand in for 

7) Work
A key element to lead to success. It makes man nobler

Related word : idleness / being idle = without working

Be gained or acquired without …
Basic, basically

… to lead or bring nowhere and much worse, to vice (morally), to defect (law, …)
8) Activity
= to be busy

Related word : constraint

To apply to

Artistic jobs, occupations

Hard work

As a leisure

To change from statut

9) Talent / Gift / being gifted

Can we learn talent ? Is it to be learnt ? Are we supposed to … ? Is it supposed to be …

The result to reach, to come to
Putting it into practice 

To practise : to train oneself to do sth

It never happens overnight.
10)The other
Emulation

It is about … ≠ It isn’t about …

Whereas = as opposed to

Politically speaking = as far as politics is concerned

To be halway between …
11) Equity
Does success always look fair ?

Related word : equality

The one who succeeds manages (= is able to) to do so or achieves his aims of success thanks to his skills which are naturally unequal among humans. … only shows where is the start line for competition.
12)  Responsibility, Liability
What are we reliable for? Are we reliable for our success and failure? Are success and failure only caused by our own wills?
Success and failure are relative notions that can only be appreciated according to the aim one has. One shouldn’t act conceitedly, pretentiously. (He is so conceited : quel prétentieux !)
There is a need for lucidity (= consciousness) towards our own capacities (=abilities). Therefore, a failure may be seen as a success. We need to know  where to place the cursor for a more accurate assessment .

13)  Field of success
Which aspect of your life would you rather succeed in?

Related word : feeling

All choices can be made as soon as they don’t oppose (=hamper, hinder) your preferences, inclinations / liking (=faibles).
(Avoir un penchant pour la boisson : to be partial to drinking / mauvais penchants : basic instincts)

On the contrary, In the opposite case, notably financial success, success can have a bitter taste and it charges quite an amount of money.
14) Happiness

Is it all about oneself or is it related to the others (=the other people)?

Related word : vanity

It is much rather for onself and its point is about pride. On the contrary, opposedly, as opposed to, what matters is to show it, then it is about vanity.

15) Judgement
How do you consider the success of others / others’ success?

Related word : jealousy

Objectively speaking, we may consider others’ success/ others’ being successful don’t lower (=to weaken = to make weaker) our qualities. Everything is relative. If success is the result of a cheating, this is something else. In any case, jealousy is not the point / is not at stake.
16) Award / Giving an award / Awarding people

What are we supposed to reward preferably : result, talent or work ?

Related word : value

Anyone can choose. Anyway result seems the best objective criterion (A criterion / criteria is plural form) or requirement. If work or talent don’t have effect nor impact, that means they are not big enough. Whereas, value is well established to assess the job done or the talent shown or used. But, as a matter of fact, result is always / comes always first.
17) Objective

What do you aim at through/with success?

Related word : happiness

Success is supposed to make you happy/ to bring you happiness/ to provide you with happiness that is to say beyond the single satisfaction, it means it is about an achievement you fulfilled / a gratifying achievement.
18)   Money

Money is said to be a good servant but a bad master, what do you think about it?
Related word : dependency

Money helps to make you happy as it provides you with more comfort. Be careful anyway of willing always more and more and make it become an addiction. Whatever may be dependency, is always the hidden aspect of the advantage one gets.
19)   Competition
To what extent, are we challenging / competing ourselves to succeed?

Related word : Exceeding our expectations / To outmatch a rival or oneself
The first obstacle to overcome is always oneself. Forcing one’s nature, optimizing one’s strength and hardening or tightening one’s will are necessary for success / to succeed. The thing is to overtake, to try and go beyond our limits. The first victory is against oneself / ourselves. Then the rest becomes  easier to do. 
20)   Sport 

Do you prefer / are you keen on / do you fancy / do you like best …
What do you fancy the most, individual or collective sports?

Related word : team

It reveals the candidate’s personality.What is individualistic or collective, both are indicators, the features. The notion of team rather shows respect and sharing which makes ego come at the 2nd place / be minor.
21)   Place

Does success only means to be the first?
Related word : participation 

Participation in a competition is already a sign of success over oneself. What matters is to assess oneself not to be the first. This will maybe lead to new starts for other competitions. 
22)  A saying / There’s a saying that goes …
“Better be first at home than second in Rome” : what does it means ? what is the point ?

Related word : relativity

Among others, the thing is to determine the field of the game and adapt it to one’s own capacities.  There is no point in wanting to play with the big boys  if we have no chance to win / to stand out. We need to be reasonable and accept that everything is relative in terms of power, of knowledge and skill.

22)   Coubertin

What matters / The important thing   is to participate. Is it enough to speak of success?
Related word : pride

Of course yes / Yes it is / It is. And this question is related to the one before. We can’t be proud of succeeding if we haven’t been proud of competing and having taken part of a story, a deep moment in one’s life.
ITEMS  ABOUT  MEDIA

Current event, Media coverage, Advertising, Disinformation, Propaganda, (electioneering speech), Indoctrination
Propagation = spreading 
There is no doubt you can have the worst and the best. So it’s difficult to find one’s way packed with information we have had these years such as (=with notably) the arrival of the web and social networks. The following questions will answer these elements.

1) Paper

Is it doomed to disappear? Is it expected to vanish?

Related word : Saving documents 

The place where to find knowledge. Digital technology / Digitalizing is just a complementary / an additional way to grant or allow the safety (???) of the documents.  
To click on screens

One is lifeless, the other lively (≠ living = alive for humans)

2) The book

Reading

Related word : object

All argumentations … : both Sir. 

Either …. Or …. = soit … soit 

All argumentation would do. (= to work out well = to be relevant). To bring, to generate, to produce respect both physically and symbolically speaking. It has sth to do with material and provokes, causes the feeling of belonging and is related (= relation, filiation) to History and to the past. 

3) Internet 

Does internet make people getting away from each other (= to become more and more distant = farther) or make people get closer?
Both Sir. Either we consider it allows getting people closer through globalization or it may get people distant from each other as regards their physical proximity. One looses friend by willing too many of them.

4) Memory
Can we better or less remind (=remember) what we read on the web rather than on paper ?
Related word : Easiness

Reading a book, turning pages over, allows to better understand its content. It’s a bit like writing or copying a text that allows a better memory.

5) Advertising 
Does it affect reality or truth?

Related word : selling

Obviously = clearly

To show a product  favourably (= favourably) = in a favourable light = in its favour hiding its faults (=flaws, defects) as it is dedicated to sell. As so, it doesn’t show the truth.
6) Communication

Is its main objective about being objective / giving = displaying objective information?

Related word : Reality

To issue = to display news. They aren’t necessarily objective. But, confirming each piece of news one another, one can get a personal view that may be objective.

7) Information (sing.) / News (plural) – A piece of news (sing.)

Too much information kills information.
Related word : Choice

Series of (= accumulation) information make people get lost or lose the importance of the point because of massive or mass information. It’s harmful for information.

8) Virtual reality

Is art compatible with (to match with = to fit to) virtual pictures?
Related word : meaning
GRAMMAR FOCUS

 “But” as a conjunction = mais 

“Ne …que” : only (expressing restriction)

“But” as an adverb of quantity : Examples : Napoleon to name but one: pour n’en nommer qu’un. / You can but try: vous pouvez toujours essayer (to sb trying sth) or (after sth has gone wrong”: ça valait qd même la peine d’essayer 

“But” as a preposition = sauf. Examples: France won all but two of their matches: a gagné tous ses matchs sauf deux. /Anything but that: tout mais pas ça. / The last house but one: l’avant-dernière maison / The next house but one: la 2ème à partir d’ici. / They gave us nothing but bread to eat: que du pain à manger.
One can only learn artistic culture and art by seeing and touching things. 

That’s the reason for V+ ing / why …
Pourrait : could / would be able to satisfying (if it’s the case) or satisfy (if not done yet)  …

Se contenter de : to satisfy, to be easy to please / to be content or happy with very little
9) Objectivity
Can the media be truly, really objective?

Related word : Free will

According to 

Customers Ø they address to… = or “to which they address” : no relative pronoun in case the antecedent is an  direct or indirect object (≠ in case it is a subject the pronoun is required. 
To use one’s free will.

Faire la part des choses : to make allowances.

As a matter of fact

Not be necessarily objective 

To judge according to 

Real life
10) Information
To be delivered, to be displayed, to be aired, to be issued

Related word : Peace 

To cause or provoke troubles, and threat peace are censored.

Whether it is connected to these fields, it will be dedicated to those who would use it the most properly to society et to the values it promotes (it is suppose to promote). It’s like applying the precautionary principle.
11) Judgement

What judgement to have over politically committed ewspapers ?

Related word : Supporter, Believer, Partisan, Being partial 
They are like commercial (=sales, business, marketing) products which are aimed at (= to apply to, to address s.o, to be dedicated to) a special electorate. Therefore they are biased and partial. That’s their “raison d’être” = the purpose they are made for =  the reason why/for .. as for the existence of political parties.
12)  Credibility (with = auprès de )
A token of = in token of = a guarantee of credibility
Related word : control

People tend to believe specially what is published, released,…. Control is needed, required … (to exert control on)
To guarantee, to grant, to be the guarantee for

To make allowances and resort to (use) free will.
13)  Being critical / critics / showing criticism

To be open to criticism : être critiquable 

To have a sense of critics

A value carried out by men when they behave responsibly (=to be liable) that is to say able to …

It is of their duty not to behave like sheeps.

14)  Social networks
Are there/ Do you see  drawbacks to the development of …?
Related word : Intimacy

On the web

To release confidential  information.

To safeguard, protect intimacy

… and only release what is a product of living together.
15)  Media

Related word : Contact

To be more involved and committed

To subscribe to

It is advisable to take precautions, to be cautious.

16)  Facebook

Related word : Visibility

To erase, to rub out, to remove, to be removed

To judge by appearances is harmful.

17) Choice
Electronic mail / instant messenger /voice mail

Related word : Large

Escape thanks to …

The link with

18) Television 

To reach , to attain, to get it, to have access to
To take on responsibilities

At this level …
Through a deeper search, to seek deeply, thorough, in-depth

To get knowledge 

To digest things ( what he said still rankles me : ne pas digérer qch)

19)Vocation
To have / to lack a  vocation / to miss one’s vocation
Related word : Collective 
Broadcasting, spreading
You can’t oppose them but they are complementary.

Entertainment 
20) Propagation, Spreading

The best way, medium
Related word: Awakening 

Sensitivity

To take over (from) sb = prendre le relais
A lecture = une conférence
To discover, to find out

21) Culture

… is what is left when you …

Related word : Interest

To seek from, to appeal to, to urge on, to be very much in demand

A small (a huge) part of its potential
To assimilate, to remind, to catch all of sth, what we mainly remember

Except, apart from

Necessarily

To strike one’s mind or interest

We mainly remind things that we like best.
Learned, clever / scientists, scholars

22) Education, Teaching skills, Educational methods

The best educational methods to improve one’s knowledge

Related word : Curiosity

Curiosity / discoveries / motivation that result from it

The main vectors, vehicles of research and for mankind evolution.

23) Past 

A notion of the past

Related word : Sanctuary
A nearly sacred place for the transmission of knowledge

A safe (???) place for 

To be sheltered from, to be protected from extremists, hard-liners 

With/ driven by/ prompted by  the bad intention of …, ill-intentioned/well-meaning

It only takes, it is sufficient to, just, all you have to …
Abuses of power, acts of violence

Barbaric (≠ barbarian : identity)

To destroy patrimony, heritage, inheritance
legacy / To hand down, to bequeath

by ancestors, the elders, previous generations
