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Rio Earth Summit opens under shower of criticism 
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Thousands of activists staged* (to organize) a protest in Brazil on Thursday against the UN's (the United Nations) Rio+20 summit, where world leaders are discussing measures to reduce poverty and protect the environment. Greenpeace has called the summit "an epic failure". 

By News Wires (text) 

 

AFP - World leaders attending a UN* summit in Rio on Wednesday weighed steps to root out * (remove) poverty and protect the environment as thousands of activists marched through the city center in protest.

UN chief Ban Ki-moon warned that "time is not on our side" for fixing a mounting list of problems as he formally opened the UN summit on sustainable development.

The high-profile Rio+20 event, attended by 191 UN members, including 86 presidents and heads of government, comes 20 years after Rio's first Earth Summit when nations vowed* (wish) to roll back climate change, desertification and species loss* (decline). 

	


But thousands of activists attending a counter-summit staged* good-natured and colorful protest in central Rio to denounce Amazon rainforest deforestation, the plight of indigenous peoples and the "green economy" being advocated* (recommended) at the UN gathering. The march drew environmentalists, workers, civil servants, black militants, homosexuals, indigenous peoples and feminists. Organizers said 50,000 people turned up but police estimate the crowd at no more than 20,000.

At the summit, Maldives President Mohamed Waheed announced that his Indian Ocean archipelago planned to set up the world's biggest marine reserve to protect its fisheries and biodiversity. He said the Maldives would become "the single largest marine reserve in the world," where only sustainable and eco-friendly fishing will be allowed.

A total of 191 speakers were to take the floor until Friday when the summit leaders are to* (to be to = to be due to, to do sth necessarily) give their seal of approval to a 53-page draft document agreed on by their negotiators Tuesday.

	THE FRANCE 24 INTERVIEW: DR. RAJENDRA PACHAURI
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	Has climate change slipped from the global agenda?



	


The draft outlines* (perspectives, projects) measures for tackling* (fighting against) the planet's many environmental ills* (diseases) and lifting* (gaining) billions out of poverty through policies that nurture (feed, provide) rather than squander* (wasting, spending lavishly) natural resources.

In his opening remarks, the UN secretary general praised Brazil, the summit host, for securing * (allowing, granting) a deal on the summit's final draft statement. "The world is watching to see if words will translate into action as we know they must... It's time for all of us to think globally and long term, beginning here now in Rio, for time is not on our side," he said.

French President Francois Hollande described the deal on the draft as "a step" but "an insufficient step". "It will be up to world leaders to make a positive step," he told a press conference. 

"We recognize that the old model for economic development and social advancement is broken," Ban said later at a ceremonial event. "Rio+20 has given us a unique chance to set it right... to set a new course that truly* (really)  balances the imperatives of robust growth and economic development with the social and environmental dimensions of sustainable prosperity and human well-being," the UN chief said.

Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff, who was elected president of the conference, said she had no doubt "that we will be up to the challenges* (to achieve the goal, to meet the requirements) that the global situation imposes on us." From the International Space Station, US, Russian and European astronauts sent greetings to the summit leaders, courtesy of the US space agency NASA.
As the summit got under way, eight multilateral development banks announced that they would set aside $175 billion to finance sustainable transport systems over the 
next decade. The pledge* (the promise) was made jointly by the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, African Development Bank, Inter-American Development Bank, CAF-Development Bank of Latin America, European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, European Investment Bank and Islamic Development Bank.

Some of the most contentious issues discussed at the 10-day UN conference were proposed measures to promote a green economy and the "Sustainable Development Goals" that are set to replace the United Nations' Millennium Development Goals after they expire in 2015.

Environmentalists were scathing* (harsh) in their criticism of the summit, with Greenpeace calling it "an epic failure" while WWF said it was "significantly disappointing." And a London-based NGO said it had put the Amazon rain forest up for sale on eBay -- starting price 99 pence (about $1.50) -- in protest at what it said was the British government's obsession with putting a financial price on the ecosystem. "The UK government is promoting the sale of nature to the highest bidder. We set up the Rio+20 nature sale on eBay to demonstrate how ridiculous this is," said Kirsty Wright of the World Development Movement. The bogus* (false, fake) offer was removed by the online auction site, the group said.

Costa Rican President Laura Chinchilla meanwhile criticized the absence of some heavy hitters* (to hit, to strike minds) such as US President Barack Obama, British Prime Minister David Cameron and German Chancellor Angela Merkel.
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France warns Rio environment summit may fail 

French President François Hollande warned Friday that a sustainable development summit taking place in Rio between June 20-22 risks "failure" because of competing concerns about the global economy and the Syrian conflict. 

By News Wires (text) AFP - French President Francois Hollande warned on Friday that a major international summit to be held this month in Brazil aimed at breaking years of deadlock on pressing environmental issues may fail.

Hollande, who will attend the summit, said there was a "risk of division between developed countries, emerging countries, poor countries, the risk of failure because there may be other pressing matters. 

"The world is today turned towards the economic crisis, the financial crisis, and is worried about a certain number of conflicts, such as Syria", which means "one might easily turn away from what is however the top priority, the environment," he said.

One hundred world leaders are set to attend the UN Conference on Sustainable Development on June 20-22 in Rio de Janeiro.

The summit is taking on the vast challenge of transforming environmental, social and economic policy to cope with a world population of more than seven billion that is exhausting dwindling resources and straining cities to the limit.

But UN leader Ban Ki-moon and specialist groups have accused governments of putting national interests before the common good in months of agonizing negotiations before the Rio event to mark the 20th anniversary of the Earth summit in the same city.
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Rio Earth Summit opens with 'weak' blueprint* (project, a blueprint for) /  By News Wires (text) 

AFP - World leaders at the UN's RIO+20 summit on sustainable development in Brazil are set to endorse* (to approve, to sign) an action plan for reducing poverty and protecting the environment that critics have called "disappointing" and "weak", as the summit opens Wednesday.  

World leaders open a UN summit here Wednesday where they are set to endorse a blueprint* (project) for eradicating poverty and protecting the environment that critics insist is a threadbare* (worn out) compromise. Some 92 leaders, including the host, Brazilian President Dilma Rousseff, and UN chief Ban Ki-moon are attending the Rio+20 summit on sustainable development.

The high-profile event comes 20 years after Rio's first Earth Summit, when nations vowed to roll back climate change, desertification and species loss. The meeting is set to get under way at 10:00 am (1300 GMT) with the screening of a short film titled "State of the Planet" and a statement by the UN secretary general. Some 191 speakers are expected to take the floor until Friday, when leaders will close the 10-day UN conference by giving their seal of approval to a 53-page document agreed by their negotiators Tuesday.

Not everyone was upbeat* (optimistic) about the hard-fought* (to fight) draft. "Nobody in that room adopting the text was happy. That's how weak it is. And they all knew," the European Union's commissioner for climate change, Connie Hedegaard, said on the micro-blogging website Twitter. But US climate change envoy Todd Stern said the deal was "a good strong step forward" and that the text was unlikely to be altered.

As summit host, Brazil was keen to avoid pressing leaders too much over the final text, after the 2009 Copenhagen Summit nearly collapsed and was followed by furious exchanges among participating countries.

The draft outlines measures for tackling the planet's many environmental ills and lifting billions out of poverty through policies that nurture rather than squander* (spoil, waste) natural resources.

Some of the most contentious issues were proposed measures to promote a green economy and the "Sustainable Development Goals" that are set to replace the United Nations' Millennium Development Goals after they expire in 2015.

Environmentalist groups were scathing in their criticism of the text. "We were offered a common vision of inaction and destruction," Daniel Mittler, political director of Greenpeace International, told AFP. "There's absolutely nothing there for people and the planet," he added. Lasse Gustavsson of the World Wildlife Fund agreed, saying: "This is significantly disappointing. The language is very weak and the outcome* (the result) of this conference will not be anywhere near what the people and the planet needs."

The leaders, including French President Francois Hollande, South African President Jacob Zuma, Prime Ministers Manmohan Singh of India and Wen Jiabao of China, will hear a message from astronauts in International Space Station on Wednesday. But US President Barack Obama, British Prime Minister David Cameron and German Chancellor Angela Merkel will be absent. And Russia will be represented by its head of government, Dmitry Medvedev, not President Vladimir Putin as expected, according to the list of speakers.

Ahead of the summit, 50,000 activists, business executives and policy-makers attended the 10-day UN conference. On Wednesday, tens of thousands of leftist activists attending a Rio+20 counter-summit are to march through central Rio to rail again against what they see as capitalist attempts to hijack* (to deceive) the "green economy."
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Talks stumble* (block) ahead of Rio summit 
(to stumble over : faire un faux pas, trébucher / a stumbling block : une pierre d’achoppement)
Talks meant to draft a blueprint* (project) on sustainable development ahead of the Rio+20 summit had not yet produced an agreement Monday night, as negotiators stumbled on* (find disagreement about) matters of technology transfer and environmental standards. Negotiations on a blueprint on sustainable development were still mired in discord on Monday night, less than two days before the opening of the official UN Rio+20 summit on sustainable development.

Some 120 heads of state and government are expected in Brazil’s Rio de Janeiro from June 20 to 22 in a bid to* (an attempt to) revive the momentum of the 1992 Earth Summit.
Yet the 50-page draft of the international agreement, entitled “The Future We Want”, outlining proposals to fix damage to the environment, eradicate poverty and promote green jobs was still the object of fierce diplomatic wrangling* (dispute). Brazilian Foreign Affairs Minister Antonio de Aguiar Patriota said his country wanted to close a deal swiftly* (quickly) enough to present a document that will be used to create a final declaration at the end of the summit.

A slimmed-down draft* (light version)
Host country Brazil took over* (to assume responsibility for) negotiations on the document after the last round of talks supervised by the UN ended on Friday without a final agreement.  Only 38% of the original text – 116 out of 315 paragraphs – have been approved by the delegates who have been working on it for five months. Yet these figures are being put forth* to save face more 
than anything else: a number of the said paragraphs merely* (simply) recall (remind) commitments taken at the 1992 Earth Summit and at other international summits held over the past 20 years. So far, Brazil has picked up the draft and removed the most contentious paragraphs, slimming the text down to 50 pages. “Shorter does not mean weaker,” Nikhil Seth, head of sustainable development at the UN and head of the Rio+20 Secretariat, told the press Sunday.

But Lasse Gustavsson, head of the WWF delegation to Rio+20, said he did not expect any “political miracles” after reading the Brazilian draft. “Too many expressions are ambiguous,” he added. “I hope [the negotiators] prepared plenty of coffee (…) because they have long nights ahead of them if they do not want to embarrass their bosses.”

Agreements and disagreements
One of the main bones of contention is the principle of “common but differentiated responsibility” created at the 1992 Rio Summit. This principle translates into different environmental standards for developing countries, in order not to slow their economic growth. 
But Western countries consider the principle less and less relevant* (interesting, worthwhile, meritorious, useful) as countries once considered “developing” are now comparable to richer countries in terms of carbon emissions and consumption of natural resources.

Negotiations also stumbled on* (blocked) the matter of technology transfers to help developing countries shift towards a greener economy.  Brazil and other countries of the G77 group (a coalition of 132 developing countries) suggested creating a dedicated fund worth 30 billion dollar a year – something the West, mired in an economic crisis, is critical of.

At least, “accepting the concept of a green economy is no longer a major problem,” said the UN’s Nikhil Seth. But the term “green economy” tends to be superseded by “green economy policies”, which gives governments a freer rein. While Brazil pushes ahead with talks in Rio, some eyes have turned to Los Cabos in Mexico, where Brazilian President Dilma Roussef is taking part in a G20 summit Monday and Tuesday. WWF’s Lasse Gustavsson hoped that “G20 leaders in Mexico [would] boost Rio”, saying long-term sustainable development was the condition of economic stability.
But the Brazilian negotiator for Rio+20, Luiz Alberto Figueiredo, said Dilma Roussef would not discuss Rio+20 in Mexico. Given the slow pace of the talks, many participants fear a draft will be patched together at the last minute, as was the case in 2009 at the Copenhagen summit on climate change. When political leaders turned up, they found a draft text full of gaps. While rumours at the Riocentro exhibition centre late at night on Sunday hinted* (evoked) that Brazil was drafting a new document altogether, so as to avoid a complete failure, the Brazilian delegation has denied this.

	Palestinians seek full representation at Rio+20 summit


	Palestinians are pushing for full representation as a state at the Rio+20 summit. “We expect full-status participation because we already have it in UNESCO and we have ties* (links) with Brazil (the host country, which recognizes the Palestinian state) and with more than 130 countries,” Palestinian ambassador Ibrahim Alzeben told AFP. But Nikhil Seth, head of Sustainable Development at the UN and head of the Rio+20 Secretariat, said at a press conference that “discussions” were ongoing. The final decision will be made at a procedural session when the official Rio+20 summit opens on Wednesday.
 



	

	A World Environmental Organisation? 

Also on the agenda in Rio is the question of an institutional framework for sustainable development. France has been pushing to create a World Environmental Organisation modelled on the World Trade Organisation (WTO). French President François Hollande, who took up a proposal already drawn up by predecessor Jacques Chirac, can count on support from a majority of African countries. But the US, Canada, Russia oppose the idea, as does the “Group of 77” organisation of developing countries, which fears it will impede their economic growth. Yet France’s Minister of Sustainable Development, Nicole Bricq, said early this week that she was hoping India and China would support the move.




http://www.france24.com/en/20110509-poorest-nations-meet-istanbul-ldc-least-developed-food-security-united-nations-ban
Latest update: 10/05/2011  

- agriculture - food aid - poverty - Turkey - United Nations 

Summit seeks aid plan for world's poorest economies 
AFP - A five-day UN summit for leaders of the world's least-developed countries kicked off in Istanbul on Monday to devise a new 10-year plan to end poverty. UN chief Ban Ki-moon described a new aid plan as a “smart investment”. 
A five-day UN summit with 48 leaders of the world's Least Developed Countries (LDCs) began in Istanbul Monday to discuss a new 10-year aid plan to help lift nations out of* (remove from) poverty.
              
"Investing in the LDCs can provide the stimulus that will help to propel* (launch) and sustain global economic recovery and stability," said Ban Ki-moon, the secretary general of the United Nations, in his opening remarks. 
              
"This is not a charity, it is smart investment," he added.          
"It is time to change our mindset* (state of mind), instead of seeing LDC's as the poor and weak, let us recognize these 48 countries as best reservoir of untouched potential. Investing in LDCs is an opportunity for all."             
Ban stressed the need to support agriculture in LDCs, in which 70 percent of the population is employed.             
"The LDCs are facing a real prospect of a new crisis in food and nutrition security," he said.
              
The summit was being chaired by Turkish President Abdullah Gul while the head of the European Commission, Jose Manuel Barroso, was also present at the opening.              
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad is also expected in Istanbul.
              
"The Istanbul Programme of Action should be able to make a difference in lives of one billion people living in LDCs," said Gul, calling for a mid-term conference in 2015 to monitor the implementation of the new programme.

              
The new Istanbul Action Programme is being negotiated in the conference after the expiry of the former* (previous) Brussels plan in 2010.
              
The LDC countries are defined as those with a per capita* (per inhabitant) income* (revenue)  of less than 745 dollars. The LDC includes 33 states from Africa, 14 from Asia plus Haiti. 
              
A rise in food prices in recent months, which has sparked* (encouraged, triggered) both economic and social turmoil* (crisis) in several poorer countries, is key issue facing the assembled leaders. 
              
"The increase in food prices is a serious challenge, and also an opportunity," the UN said.  
World Bank Director General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala, attending the conference as an observer, told AFP that supporting long-term agricultural production and developing food stocks for "humanitarian purposes" is crucial to fostering* (to favouring)  stablity in poorer nations. 
              
She also urged countries to "not impose restrictions on imports." 
              
Assistance must also be targetted* to (aimed at, dedicated to) countries emerging from conflict, by helping them "create jobs...and rebuild their private sector," she said.              
Citizens of these countries contribute only one percent to commercial activity world-wide. 
              
The UN-backed conference takes place every ten years. France hosted the first two in 1981 and 1990. The third was held in Brussels in 2001. 

