QUESTIONS 
The context : The most conservative members of the House of representatives believed that they should use a threat of a government shutdown to defund the President’s Health Care Law. The fight is on the debt limit.

1) It seems that the White House found itself in a bit of trouble (= in a bit of a jam) ? What does it mean a strategy of anti- Obamacare riders (=to cripple Obama’s tenure) ? What is it about?

 To repeal a funding mechanism. To fund and defund government (or the law / or the debate)

2) What does it mean that the fight is on the debt limit? What do you think of the threat of shutting down government as the price for raising the debt ceiling?

Discussing key words

The Land of the Free is starting to look ungovernable. Enough is enough

Everybody on Capitol Hill blamed everybody else for the  imminent shutdown of America’s Government
What is the United States doing on the edge of a cliff?

The shutdown itself is tiresome but bearable. 

The security services will remain on duty, pensioners will still receive their cheques 

Some 800,000 non-essential staff at federal agencies, out of 2.8 million, are being sent home, while another 1.3 m are being asked to toil on without pay.

Non-urgent tasks will be shelved until a deal is reached and the money starts to flow again.

The trouble is, the shutdown is a symptom of a deeper problem: the federal lawmaking process is so polarised that it has become paralysed (crippled). And if the two parties cannot settle (bridge) their differences by around October 17th, disaster threats (looms).

Battles over spending are nothing unusual, indeed, Congress has not passed a proper budget on time since 1997. But this battle represents something new. House Republicans are blocking the budget not because they object to its contents, but because they object to sth else entirely: Obama’s health-care reform, a big part of which started to operate this week. 

House Republicans’ original demand was to strip all funding from Obamacare. They wanted Democrats to agree to kill their own president’s biggest achievement.

Delaying the mandate could wreck the whole reform.

Obamacare sits on two pillars. Everyone is obliged to have insurance, and insurance firms are barred from charging people more because they are already ill. If only the second rule applies, the sick will rush to buy insurance but the healthy will wait until they fall ill before doing so. Insurers will have to raise premiums or go bust, making coverage unaffordable without vast subsidies. Obamacare will enter a death spiral and possibly collapse. For some Republicans that is the goal.

Republicans are setting a precedent which, if followed, would make America ungovernable. Voters have seen fit to give their party control of one arm of government –The House of Rep- while handing the Democrats the White House and the Senate. If a party with such a modest electoral mandate threatens to shut down government unless the other side repeals a law it does not like, apparently settled legislation will always be vulnerable to repeal by the minority.

Later this month of October, the federal government will reach its legal borrowing limit known as the “debt ceiling”’. Unless Congress raises the ceiling, Uncle Sam will soon be unable to pay all his bills. In other words, unless the two parties can work together, America will have to choose which of its obligations not to honour. It could slash spending so deeply that it causes a recession. Or it could default on its debts, which would be even worse, and unimaginably more harmful than a mere government shutdown.

No one in Washington is that crazy, surely? Step back from the edge (of the fiscal cliff)
Key words
A strategy of anti-Obamacare riders

To cripple Obama’s tenure (=to paralyse)

To fund and defund government / the fund and defund debate / to fund and defund the law

To repeal a funding mechanism (=to abrogate)
             / I /    / I /
The approaching deadlines for funding the government

Raising the debt ceiling

House Republicans debated strategies for dealing with the debt limit

To stay on the right side of public opinion


Shutting down the government puts the House on the wrong side.

To try to avoid a government shutdown

To focus on a wish list of Republican policies

The price for raising the debt ceiling

The divide over Obamacare

A government shutdown to defund the President’s health-care law

Such a proposal called Obamacare had no chance of passing the Senate
A merely symbolic fight against Obamacare
Obama’s pledge to grant healthcare

Could there be an Obamacare-related policy concession as in a regular democratic debate?

Can a shutdown allow to negociate such bill by postponing its implementation, or on the contrary to avoid such negociation ?
To provide Medicaid and Medicare in the US

To repeal the medical-device tax which is not popular with Democrats, especially Senators in red states



As the shutdown drags on, and as the political pain increases for Republicans, there could have been a search for compromise or at least a mini-bargain

Should liberals have greeted such mini-bargain ?

It won’t be easy to sell the idea of a mini-bargain = No policy concession

To advocate deep cuts in public spending with cuts to Medicare and Social Security
Obama’s insistence on offering no policy concessions will start to become less tenable, given the dire consequences of a default.

The trick will be for Obama to find a way to give sth up without admitting that’s what he did.

