Ellis Island
Ellis Island lies in the Hudson River and is situated in New-York Harbor. The island is one mile from the tip of Manhattan and less than a kilometer from the Statue of Liberty.

From 1794 to 1890, Ellis Island played an uneventful but important military role in the United States history. When the British occupied the town of New York during the independence war, its great and powerful fleet succeeded without problems to sail directly in New-York’s harbor. That’s why it was judged essential by the US government to build a series of coastal fortifications. The government bought Ellis Island from New-York State in 1808. Ellis Island was approved as a site for fortifications and on it was constructed a parapet f[image: image1.png]


or three tiers of circular guns, making the island part of the new harbor defense. The fort at Ellis Island was named Fort Gibson in honor of a brave officer killed during the War of 1812.

However, Ellis Island was especially famous for its Immigration Station which officially opened on January 1, 1892. Every day, seven hundred immigrants passed through Ellis Island and nearly 450 000 followed over the course of that first year. During the next six decades more than 12 million immigrants landed at Ellis Island, who came mostly Europe but from Arabic countries too. It closed on November 12, 1954

Nowadays, it’s a museum which opened in September 1990. Half of the inhabitants of the USA are descendants of these immigrants.
The course of an immigrant in Ellis Island
1. The arrival

New arrivals were taken by ferry to the main building at Ellis Island. The first immigrant was Annie Moore, a 15 year [image: image2.png]
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old Irish girl to join her parents in New-York City.

2. The baggage room
Then, immigrants entered the main building through its ground floor baggage room. They left all their stuff and suitcase.

3. Stairways to the Great Hall
The first test the immigrants had to pass became known as the "six second medical exam." While the immigrants were climbing the stairs, doctors were standing at the top and were looking for anyone having difficulty coming up the steps. If a medical problem or disability was suspected, one of the seventeen different chalk marks was put on the person. They were then sent for a full physical examination but if they weren’t marked, they went to the Great Hall.

Some different chalk marks :

CT: Trachoma

E : Eye 
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: Heart

S : Senility

X: Suspected mental defect

4. Medical Exam
The goal of these exams was to find persons who had contagious diseases or conditions that would make them unable to work. Doctors had few minutes to inspect the new arrivals for over 60 illnesses and they had to do it again hundreds of times per day. If immigrants had curable problems, they were sent to the island’s hospital. Otherwise, the steamship company which brought them would have to pay to send them back. From 1917, this medical exam was required for each immigrant.

5. The Great Hall

It was the large waiting room of Ellis Island. After their medical exams, immigrants waited here for legal inspectors to ask them some questions. 

6. Legal Inspection

They had to prove their country of origin and where they expected to live and work in the USA. If immigrants had criminal records or were suspected of being indentured servants, inspectors didn’t let th[image: image8.png]
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em enter the country. From 1921, immigrants over 16 years old had to pass a literacy test in their language (they had to read passages from Bible) and show a passport and visa. 

7. Money Exchange
This is where immigrants exchanged the money from their country for dollars and bought any train tickets they needed. Since 1909 immigrants had to have at least 20 dollars before entered America.

8. The Journey’s End 

After five hours at best, it was eventually the exit. Two thirds of the new Americans w[image: image11.png]


ent to New Jersey and the last third went to Manhattan to begin their new life in New-York City, only one mile away. 

http://www.ellisisland.org/ 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/index.htm
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