                                                     GROUND ZERO
 

 

    Ground zero (or World Trade Center site) is the memorial of the World Trade Center, where the Twin Tower collapsed after the attacks of september, 11th, 2001, organized by Al-Qaida network and leaded by Oussama Ben Laden. World Trade Center was a complex of seven businees buildings, located in Lower Manhattan, in New York City. It was designed by the architect Minoru Yamasaki, developped by the Port Authority of New York and New Jersey and opened April, 4th, 1973.
 

 

I) THE END OF THE WORLD TRADE CENTER:
 

1) The attacks of the World Trade Center:
    The attacks of September, 11th, 2001 were four suicide bombings organized the same day in the United States by members of Al-Qaida network. The morning of Tuesday, September, 11th, 2001, nineteen terrorists hijack-- four airliners to crush them on highly symbolic buildings on the North-East of the country. (Two planes were diverted toward Washington D.C; one of them destroyed the Pentagon, headquarters of the department of Defense, in Washington D.C; the other crashed in the open country in Shanksville, in Pennsylvania, after the crew members tried to regain control). The two others planes were projected on the Twin Towers of World Trade Center in Manhattan, in New York City.
 

2) The collide:
    At 8h46 am, American Airlines flight 11 collided with the North front of the North tower; eighteen minutes later, at 9h03 am, United Airlines flight 175 crashed into the front of the South tower. The South tower collapsed at the 9h59 am and the North tower at 10h28 am. The 7 World Trade Center complex collapsed later in the afternoon, at 5h20 pm. The four others buildings still standing have suffered extensive damages and were demolished afterwards.
    These events have been lived in near real time by hundreds of thousands of viewers around the world, the images of the plane colliding with the second tower of World Trade Center was broadcast live, as well as the collapse of three towers.
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3) Results of the disaster:
    -The attacks of September, 11th, 2001 have caused thousands of victims and 2752 dead, including 343 firefighters, 60 policemen and 19 hijackers
    -Thousands of people, including rescue workers are suffering from diseases caused by inhalation of toxic dust at the World Trade Center (called now Ground Zero)

    -About 3,888,249,492 tonnes of debris from the World Tarde Center have smoked for 99 days and more than 8 months were needed to pay for site cleanup, operation conducted by 40,000 people and ended may, 30, 2002 at 10h29 am

    -billions of dollars of damages
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II) THE RECONSTRUCTION OF GROUND ZERO:
 

1) The various proposals in reconstruction of the site:
    In 2003, two architects each propose a reconstruction project:
-Donald Tump who proposed the Word Trade Center 2. There would be two circles surronded by all the flags of the world; the front of the two towers collapsed, so would be rebuilt to remember their past existence; a stairway to the basement would give access to the memorial. The new towers would be accompanied by three others buildings, much smaller, the new towers each size up 1473 feet (1857 with the antenna).

-Daniel Libeskind who proposed a set of six towers dominated by the <<Freedom Tower>>.

 

2) Freedom Tower is adopted:
    In February 2003, Daniel Libeskind won the votes with his project to build a set of six towers domiated by the <<Freedom Tower>>, a skyscraper of 1776 feet, to refered to the date of United States independance, this tower will be the tallest inhabited tower in the world. Moreover, his project wants both to remember the tragedy of September, 11th, but also give hope.
    Memory and the duty of memory will be symbolised by a preservation of Ground Zero in the basement (the Memory Foundation), while the hope for the future will be represented by the Freedom Tower that will be an arrow tower; a cultural center, a rooftop garden are also expected and a memorial, called <<park of heros>> and <<corner lights>> designed to beilluminated each Setember, 11th between 8h46 am (time of first collide) and 10h28 (when the second tower, the North Tower, fell).

    In July 2003, Fumihiko Maki, associated with Jean Nouvel and Norman Foster was chosen by the Lower Manhattan Development Corporation to build three of five towers of the World Trade Center site.
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3) The project is falling behind:
    Freedom Tower should have been inaugurated in 2009 and the whole site completed in 2015, all at a total cost of $12 billion, but eighteen years after the attacks, this goal is far from being achieved. The economic crisis has complicated the financing of the budget, which keeps growing. Press recently revealed that delays were more important than announced and the last building would not be completed until 2036.

