The Metropolitan Museum of Art
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The Metropolitan museum of art, known as the MET, gathers more than two million works of art, spanning five thousand years of culture from prehistory to nowadays.
On the first floor, you will find 10 different departments:
· The American Wing, which you can also find on the second floor.
· Arms and Armor
· Arts of Africa, Oceania and the Americas.
· Egyptian Art
· European Sculpture and Decorative Arts
· Greek and Roman Art
· Medieval Art
· The Robert Lehman Collection
· Modern Art, some works are also exhibited on the second floor.
On the second floor, you will find 14 departments:
· The American Wing
· Ancient Near Eastern Art
· Arts of Korea
· Chinese Art
· Drawings, Prints, Photographs
· European paintings
· European sculpture and decorative arts
· Cypriot Art
· Islamic Art
· Japanese Art
· Musical instruments
· Nineteenth Century European paintings and sculpture
· Modern Art
· South and Southeast Asian Art
First Floor
· Egyptian art.
The department of Egyptian art is at the right of the main entrance. First, you can see a lot of different rooms and then, near the American Wing, you can see the Temple of Dendur in the Sackler Wing. It is situated on the first floor. Ancient Egyptian used copper, bronze, gold and silver (this is metalworks) to create lustrous statuary. It is particularly built for a religion using (as interactions with Gods, for example), rituals which took place in the temples and chapels. You can see the Tomb of Meketre where there are wooden statues, miniature boats and so on. Then the Temple of Dendur is important to see because it represents a variety of religious and mythological concepts. The Temple's gate is facing the Nile. 
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· American paintings and sculpture
The collection numbered more than 1 000 paintings, 600 sculptures and 2 600 drawings from the late Colonial period from the 18th century through the early 20th century. You can find works from famous American painters such as John Singleton Copley, George Caleb Bingham (Fur Traders Descending the Missouri), Winslow Homer, Thomas Eakins (The Campion Single Sculls (Max Schmitt in a single scull)), John Singer Sargent (Madame X (Madame Pierre Gautrau)) and John Sloan.
Besides, some of the best-known American paintings are held in the MET’s collection like a Portrait of George Washington by Gilbert Stuart and Emanuel Leutze’s monumental Washington Crossing the Delaware.
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· Arms and Armor
The department of arms and armor is on the first floor and you can see European, Islamic and Japanese works.
· Medieval Arts
The department of Medieval art is situated on the first floor ans you can see works from this period.
· Robert Lehman collection.
This department is situated in front of Central Park. Robert Lehman was an American banker, head of Lehman Brothers for decades. (He was born in 1891 and died in 1969); His foundation donated 3,000 works of art to the MET. These works are mostly European. There are paintings of Botticelli (The Annunciation), El Greco (Christ Carrying The Cross), Rembrandt (The Judgment Of Salomon), Monet (Houses on the Achterzaan) and Renoir (Two Young Girls at the Piano) for the most famous. There are also decorative arts from the 14th to the 20th centuries. 
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· Modern Art
In the department of Modern Art, we can see sculpture, drawings, watercolors, design, architecturals representations from the 19th century to today. There are more than 10 000 works primarily from European and American artists such as Picasso (Reading at a Table ), Monet, Renoir for Europeans and Avrey (The Steeplechase Coney Island) and Pollock (War) for the American.
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· Arts of Africa, Oceania and the Americas
The department of arts of Africa, Oceania, and Americas is on the first floor and you can see works from all over the world, concerning all the continents.
· Greek and Roman Art
The Greek and Roman Art collection has more than 17 000 works from the Neolithic period to the year 312 AD. We can see art from Greece and Italy. Some of the works are made in marble, bronze, gold, silver, glass, ivory, bone, iron, amber, wood. The first object of the Greek and Roman collection which was received by the Met was a Roman sarcophagus in 1870.
· European sculpture and Decorative Arts
The department of European sculpture and decorative arts is situated on the first floor and you can see works from Italian Renaissance and mostly French works.
Second Floor
· Musical Instruments
The department of musical instruments is on the second floor and you can see instruments from all over the world.
· European paintings
In this department, you can find approximately 2 200 works mostly by French, Italian and Dutch artists.
The museum owns 37 paintings by Monet, 21 oils by Cézanne and 18 Rembrandts. The MET owns also five paintings by Vermeer including the Young Woman with a Water Pitch. Among the French artists, there are also Nicolas Poussin (The Abduction of the Sabines), Jacques-Louis David (The Death of Socrates), Edouard Manet, Edgar Degas, Auguste Renoir, Paul Gauguin and Vincent Van Gogh.
You will also find some Spanish artists like Velazquez or Goya and Greek artists such as El Greco (View of Toledo).
The most recent purchase is Duccio’s Madonna and Child which has been called “The MET’s Mona Lisa”.
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Madonna and Child, Duccio

· Photographs
The Metropolitan Museum’s department of photographs surveys the history of photography from its invention in the 1830’s to the present. The MET’s collection numbered more than 20 000 works which are largely European and American. It’s Alfred Stieglitz, a famous American photographer, who donated the first major collection of photographs to the museum.
· 19th and early 20th centuries European paintings and sculptures.
This department is situated in the second floor near modern and contemporary art. You can see mostly French paintings and works. The period represented is romanticism (last 18th to 19th centuries) to post-impressionism (late 19th to early 20th century). You can see works by Picasso (Gertrude Stein), Courbet, Renoir, Monet, Manet (The Spanish Singer), Van Gogh (Portrait with a Straw Hat), Rodin, Cézanne, Pissarro for the most famous artists.
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Portrait with a Straw Hat, Vincent Van Gogh
· Asian Art
The Metropolitan Museum began the Asian collection at the end of the 19th century. The Asian Art collection has more than 35 000 objects from the second millennium before Christ to the early 20th century. Among the 35 000 objects, we can discover paintings, calligraphy, textiles which come from Himalaya, East Asia, South and Southeast Asia. We can see stones and sculptures from China and Asia and we can discover the first paintings from Nepal and Tibet too.
· Ancient Near Eastern Art
The department of ancient near eastern art is situated on the second floor and you can see pottery, ivories and reliefs from Near Eastern.
· Islamic Art
The department of Islamic art is on the second floor and gathers works from Islamic countries.
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