As its name implies, it means a street located in the south of the borough of Manhattan.
Wall Street starts on Broadway to South Street. It crosses the financial district. Afterward, Wall Street has meant the whole of the district and the most important exchange in the world, the New York Stock Exchange (NYSE). This is in this district that we can find the biggest companies and financial institutions of the city. 
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The history of Wall Street :
Wall Street dates from the XVII century, when “New Amsterdam” ( New york ) was owned  by the Netherlands colonial empire. 
Although there was a wall in this location, “Waal Straat” in Netherland, doesn’t correspond to a wall, but to a group of Netherlander’s settlers who built new Amsterdam. During the XVII century, it was the north border of New Amsterdam.
The history of the Stock Exchange:
At the end of the XVIII century, there was a buttonwood tree situated at the number 68 of the street where traders gathered to trade. In 1792, they created “the buttonwood agreement”. This pact means the official birth of the stock of wall street. 
                         [image: image2.emf]
Today, The New york Stock Exchange is the biggest stock exchange in the world. It is composed by 2 800 companies which represent 15 trillions of dollars. However, it has known two crises  in 1929 and in 1987. 
Things to see :
· The bronze bull of Arturo Di Monica is the symbol of the power of Wall Street.
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 Trinity church has been situated at the end of Wall Street for 3 centuries. It's Gothic and its bell tower rises to 285 meters. 
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· The Federal Hall was built in 1842. It represents the seat of the U.S government. This is the place where Georges Washington was sworn as the first president. 
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