
PLACES (seats / locations) and FORMS OF POWER  

 

POWER: 

1. the ability or official capacity to exercise control / authority (the State, 

the government, political organization) 

2. strength or force exerted or capable of being exerted / might (puissance) 

3. a person, group or nation having great influence or control over others 

PLACES: 

Power can be exercised in various places : 

1. political, legal or financial institutions 

2. the media, new technologies, the cinema 

1. educational institutions, the home, the workplace 

The notion of power generally implies a basic division between those who have 

and exercise power and those who have none or little of it. As a consequence, 

the exercise of power requires that its members accept or even internalize a 

complex system of laws, rules and regulations, and respect symbols such as 

specific institutions. This obviously help social cohesion but it also reveals 

tensions and conflicts existing within the group. One of these recent evolutions 

is the achievement of better gender equality, thanks to the fight undertaken by 

women who challenged gender roles that were imposed by traditional male-

dominated societies. 

Leading Ladies 

How have women gained power in English-speaking countries? 

 UN women poster 

 We should all be feminists (a video) Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie  Tedx 

 Celebrity feminism tune in (an article) dukechronicle.com 

 Sally Heathcote: Suffragettes, 2014 a graphic short-story 

 The Dagenham girls (a video) Channel 4 news 

 The women’s lib (extract from a leaflet, 1970) 

 Phenomenal woman ( a poem) Maya Angelou 1978 

 Hillary Clinton Women in the World Conference 2013 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SCRIPT Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

 

 We should all be feminists “

I am a feminist. And when I looked up the word in the dictionary that day, 

this is what it said: “Feminist: a person who believes in the social, political 

and economic equality of the sexes.” My great-grandmother from the 

stories I’ve heard was a feminist. She ran away from the house of the man 

she did not want to marry, and ended up marrying the man of her choice. 

She refused, she protested, she spoke up whenever she felt she was being 

deprived of access, of land, that sort of thing. My great-grandmother 

didn’t know that word “feminist” but it does not mean that she was not 

one. More of us should reclaim that word. My own definition of feminist 

is: a feminist is a man or a woman who says… (laughter) (applause) … a 

feminist is a man or a woman who says: “Yes there is a problem with 

gender as it is today, and we must fix it, we must do better.” The best 

feminist I know is my brother Kenny. He’s also a kind, good-looking, lovely 

man and he is very masculine. Thank you! (applause) TEDx 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



The Dagenham girls (audio) 

SCRIPT 

 

The Dagenham girls Voice-over: Since the nineteen thirties car manufacturing at Ford’s Dagenham car plant had 

been a major employer in the local community. In the summer of 1968, the women making the seats for Ford’s 

car production line learned that their pay had been downgraded to unskilled. Paid much less than their male 

colleagues and ignored by management in the Union they decided for the first time to stage an immediate 

walkout in protest. Quickly gathering the support of women up and down the country, the strike soon gained 

 media attention. 

 Journalist: Do you stay out? 

 Woman 1: Yeah. 

 Journalist: You are not going back at all? 

 Woman 2: No… We are on strike. 

 Journalist: All of you? Woman 2: All of us, all of us machinists anyway. 

 Journalist: So no car seat covers for Ford? 

 Woman 2: No, not from us anyway. 

Voice-over: As production ground to a halt, Prime Minister Harold Wilson intervened, asking Secretary of State for 
Employment Barbara Castle to resolve the dispute. With her support and through the strength and determination 
of the women a deal was struck with Ford that would lead to the Equal Pay Act of 1970 and secure their place in 

 history for standing up for what they believed in. 
 Woman 1: To celebrate they left us the canteen and we had a party! 

 Woman 2: I don’t remember much of that… 
 Woman 1: No, I remember you didn’t, no! 

 Voice-over: The women’s story was the inspiration for the hit film Made in Dagenham. 
Stephen Woolley (film producer): I only discovered through listening to a radio show, they were talking about a 

 momentous occasion when they had helped create equal pay for women. (extract from the film) 
Woman: Women get paid less than men, no matter what skill they’ve got, which is why from now on we gotta 
demand a level playing field and rates of pay which reflect the job you do, not whether you’ve got a dick or not… 

 Equal pay or nothing! 
 All: Yes! 

 Woman: All those in favour? 
 All: (every hand goes up) Yes! 

 Woman: Everybody, out! 
 Stage Entertainment 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The women’s lib 



Phenomenal Woman by Maya Angelou, 1978 

 

 

 



 


