Get to know the story of Dorian Gray.
	Generalities

	Date of writing and corresponding historic period
	June 20th 1890 > It corresponds to the Victorian times. (Queen Victoria’s reign)

	Literary genre 
	Gothic horror fiction

	Plot summary

	Who? 
	Dorian Gray, Lord Henry Wotton, Basil Hallward, Sybil Vane, James Vane

	Where? 
	In London

	When?
	In the 19th century

	What? 
	It is about the painting of a young man which gets old whereas he remains young and handsome.  


· See also: http://lewebpedagogique.com/mslod/2010/01/05/dorian-gray/ and http://etablissements.ac-amiens.fr/0021686x/SPIP/spip.php?rubrique34 
The Story in detail: 
	Main characters presentation

	Name
	Dorian Gray
	Henry Wotton
	Basil Hallward
	Sybil Vane

	Job
	No 
	A Lord =  nobleman
	An artist (painter)
	Actress 

	Personality
	-innocent and naïve
-passionate, lover

- gets mad: speaks to himself or to his portrait, changes his mind rapidly
- gets narcissistic: fond of himself, admires his beauty and youth 

- cruel 
	- optimistic / enthusiastic / outgoing 
- bossy and manipulative: controls people and situation 

- macho / sexist: bad opinion about women

 -jealous
- idiot
	- pessimistic
- more secretive 

- protective (with Dorian)
	- Innocent and naïve 
- fragile



	Relation to other characters
	- friend of Basil and Henry
- Sybil’s lover
- Sybil future husband

- Sybil’s killer indirectly
- learns lessons about life from Henry

- manipulated by Henry

- has a servant: Leaf
	- friend of Basil and Dorian

	- friend, painter and admirer of Dorian
- friend of Henry

- doesn’t want to exhibit the portrait of Dorian 
	- Dorian’s lover
- sister of James Vane



	Who is doing what? 
	- stands for Basil who is doing his portrait 

- makes a wish: remain young and handsome all his life whereas  the portrait  would get old in his place 

- Becomes in love with Sybil after seeing her perform as an actress
- wants to marry Sybil

- then breaks up with Sybil


	- critique of Dorian’s personality
- tries to convince Dorian not to marry Sybil
- is the bad conscience of Dorian or his little devil
	- paints Dorian’s portrait
- tries to convince Dorian not to marry Sybil


	- plays Shakespeare in a theatre

- Becomes in love with Dorian

- kills herself after Dorian leaves her

	Theme(s)

	· Morality and immorality 
· Love : for yourself, a man for a woman, a painter for his painting

· Beauty :  appearance / reality, beauty of art 
· Glory
· Hypocrisy 
· Art



