            Oscar Wilde and The Picture of Dorian Gray

1)Oscar Wilde

Oscar Fringal O'Flahertie Wills Wilde is Irish. He was born on  October the 16th, 1854 and he is dead on November the 30th, 1900.

He is a poet, an autor and a playwright. 

He is famous :  he is one of the most successful playwright of the 19th century. His plays continue to be perfomed today.

But his life was not alway easy : he was imprisonned for two years because he was homosexual, so he never went back to Ireland.    

      2)The picture of Dorian Gray

     a)Description

It's a novel written by Oscar Wilde. The genre is classic gothic horror fiction. It was published on June the 20th, 1840.

      b)Characters

The characters are - Lord Henry Wotton 

                              -Sibyl Vane who is an actress 

                              -James Vane 

                              -Basil Hallard who is a painter and an artist 

                              -Dorian Gray

    c)The Story

Lord Henry and Dorian go to  Basil who is painting Dorian's picture. Dorian says that the beauty is the best aspect of  life. He wants to give his soul in order that the picture to grow old to his place. 

Then he falls in love with Sibyl : an actress.  He proposes her.

Sibyl thinks that he is a prince charming and she introduces Dorian to her mother and her brother : James. James says that if Dorian hurts Sibyl he will kill him.

Dorian invites his friends to see Sibyl in Romeo and Juliet. But Sibyl performs very badly and Dorian rejects her because he says that her beauty is in the art. 

When he came back to the house, he sees that the painting has changed.

He realises that if he does a sin, the painting grows old : his wish comes true. So that the painting becomes normal again, he decides to   make excuses to Sibyl. But Lord Henry arrives and he says that Sibyl is dead : she drank swallorang acid. Dorian is unafected.
With the encouragements of Lord Henry, he descents in the low society of London.

The more he fails and is vicious, the more the painting grows old. The painting is the  mirror of  the Dorian Gray's soul.   

