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Babies stolen 'to order'

In the crowded back streets of Guatemala hides a dark truth.

For years it’s been suspected that children have been stolen and sold for adoption.

Now there is proof.
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And 1-year old Zulamita Escobar is that proof.

She was stolen at gunpoint from her mother Anna, given a false name and put up for adoption.

A year later, Anna managed to find her.

DNA testing proved her real identity.
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That is one of the few stories that has ended happily here.

Nobody knows just how many children have been stolen and then sold on

but the adoption industry in Guatemala is a multi-million dollar business.

It has been driven in part by the sheer poverty of this country

but also by high-level corruption

and the lack of any kind of regulation at all.
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And it is a business that has ruined many lives.

In a small office in Guatemala City 

we met some of the women still trying to get their children back.

They showed us the fake papers they believe were used to take them to America.
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· They took my baby when she was a month and twenty-seven days old. 

I didn’t have much time with her, but I still keep fighting to find her.

I don’t want to leave her, wherever she is now.
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At Guatemala’s new adoption authority, 

they believe they’re tackling the problem.

A new law now regulates adoption, 

but they have few resources,

and not everyone is supportive.
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· Can the Guatemalan government guarantee

that every adoption that takes place from now on

will be legitimate ?

· That’s our job, the president of the authority says,

but she adds : We are getting threats,

there are people who don’t want us to succeed. 
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Still for Anna and Zulamita, the nightmare is now over.

And with the evidence gathered in their case,

there’s a hope that eventually

more of Guatemala’s stolen children will one day be returned to their mothers.
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