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Basra launch for Poppy Appeal

Transcript

For a few weeks each autumn the poppy is everywhere.

Countless reminders of lives lost or broken by war.

« Wear your poppy with pride ! »

British soldiers in Basra this morning kicking off this year’s appeal,

the first time the two-week campaign has been launched from a war zone.

« It’s a great privilege to be able(?) to launch the British Legion’s 2009 Poppy Appeal from here in Basra. »

(Major General Andy Salmon, Commander British Forces in Basra)

And if you’ve ever wondered where the emblem is made,

welcome to the poppy factory in Richmond.

They’ve been making poppies and wreaths here since 1933,

a disability and service connection the only qualifications for employment.

The factory has ambitious targets : 38 million poppies are needed for this year alone.

Millions of us will pick up a poppy this year and many of us may do so almost without thinking,

but as we put our money in the box and put the poppy on, do we really know what it’s for ?

Veterans of earlier conflicts take pride of place at the Cenotaph each year,

but the Royal British Legion offers assistance to young and old alike,

to serving and ex-service people and their families.

10.5 million people are eligible for the Legion’s help.

The veteran in this year’s poster is just 26 years old.

Martin Edwards was in an armed vehicle in Irak

when he was hit by a roadside bomb. 

Two of his mates were killed.

With complex brain injuries, Martin will need the Legion’s help for the rest of his life.

He’s being loooked after at Lister House, a residential care home in Ripon.

« It’s terribly important for people to be aware

that there are lots of young ex-service people who are in need of care 

and the Royal British Legion is there for people of any age. »

(Petronelle Fowler-Watts, Royal British Legion)

Tens of thousands of British military personnel have now served in Irak and Afghanistan.

When you put on a poppy, it’s about them too.

Paul Adams, BBC News.

Remembrance Day (Australia, Canada, United Kingdom), also known as Poppy Day (Malta and South Africa) and Armistice Day (France, New Zealand, and many other Commonwealth countries; and the original name of the day internationally) is a day to commemorate the sacrifices of members of the armed forces and civilians in times of war, specifically since the First World War. It is observed on 11 November to recall the end of World War I on that date in 1918.

(In the UK) the main commemoration is held in Whitehall in Central London, where a short service is held in the presence of the Queen, who lays a wreath of poppies at the foot of the Cenotaph.

A cenotaph is a tomb or a monument erected in honour of a person or group of persons whose remains are elsewhere. The word derives from the Greek κενοτάφιον (kenos,"empty", and taphos, "tomb"). (…) Many of the best-known cenotaphs are dedicated to the memories of groups of individuals, such as the war dead of one country or empire.

The poppy's significance to Remembrance Day is a result of Canadian military physician John McCrae's poem In Flanders Fields. The poppy emblem was chosen because of the poppies that bloomed across some of the worst battlefields of Flanders in World War I, their red colour an appropriate symbol for the bloodshed of trench warfare.  (Wikipedia)

