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Transcript 

(Your reactions to our report about laptops - Asus Eee and the like)

We’ve been talking a lot recently about laptops as an alternative to desktop PCs, 

from the simple, cheap, low-end machines 

to the high-end beasts that burn a hole in your lap and your pockets, 

and to the desktops that are going for style over power.

We’ve shown you what’s out there 

and you’ve been having your say too.

0:21 Pete Jardine (Surrey, UK) says :

« It’s not really surprising that the low-cost « netbook » computers are becoming so popular. 

Firstly, many models use Linux 

and consequently include a useful Office-type software suite

and are able to do all the basic functions that a home PC has historically been used for.

0:37 Secondly the cartel of PC hardware manufacturers and software vendors 

have for years been in collusion

to force minimum hardware specs endlessly upwards,

in order to maintain the upgrade spiral,

such that a computer that could have controlled an entire moon landing a few years ago 

now isn’t capable of collecting a few emails.

These basic but perfectly usable netbooks offer a low-cost escape from this situation. »

1:01 Jetinder says : 

« Last week you said laptops are killing the desktops. 

I have to strongly disagree.

As far as I know, you can’t upgrade or « soup-up » existing laptops, 

you can’t  custom-build laps, 

you can’t install into the case and use your old PCI, AGP, PCI-E or graphics cards in laptops… »

1:23  - Right.

« …or older IDE hard drives, DVD-RW… »

· Yeah…  (mimique dubitative, genre « là, je ne vous suis plus tout à fait… »)

« … you can’t fit the latest fire-breathing Intel quad-core CPUs to laptops, 

and you can’t cheaply replace your old 15-inch laptop screen with a new, better, portable one… »

· OK, point taken. 

1:39 « … OK, laptops are great for « portable » computing 

but in most cases batteries don’t last very long 

and processor power isn’t on a par with desktops. 

And the keyboard and mouse are a pain to use. 

For the same money you can either buy a lower-powered laptop 

or a really, really good quad-core desktop.

Cheers.

PS The Asus Eee PC isn’t that good :

it’s cheap rubbish with a tiny screen 

and as much hard drive and RAM as a 10-year old desktop. 

Good enough to surf the web, but that’s it. »

2:08 Well, I think surfing the web is a major part of the selling point of the Eee PC.

Thank you for you thoughts, however. 

And now a quick thought from Ray Daniels in Thailand : 

2:17 « Cheap laptops certainly make you think. 

And what they make me think is :

how do phone manufacturers justify charging more for a phone

than the price of a notebook with an expensive Intel Core 2 Duo CPU, 1GB fast RAM, 

a big screen and a hard disk ? »

Mmh….yeah. (Mimique, genre « maintenant que vous le dites… »)

