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WHY is the EU a good thing ?

BBC News, 16 January 2009 

“European Union”, a game for… just how many players ?

The EU has grown from the original 6 to now 27,

with 9 more countries queuing up to join what they clearly regard as a good thing.

The latest is Iceland.

Relunctance to share its teeming fishing waters

is the main reason Iceland has stayed out of the EU so far. 

But the financial crisis has so battered the country that many do now want to join. 

The main governing party is unsure 

and there are regular angry protests against its handling of the turmoil.

A former foreign minister says joining the euro is the only solution.

(Jon Baldvin, Iceland’s former Foreign Minister) 

- Prices of basic foodstuffs will get lower. 

Rate of interest instead of being 26 % will go down to normal levels.

In very simple terms, it  means stability.
You might think the arguments about joining the European Union 

from a country with a population  the size of Coventry, which is in the middle of a big crisis, 

are very particular indeed. 

But in fact they boil down to something that many fans of the EU say about the organization :

that it provides safety in numbers
, and security.

Some claim a huge success of the EU is demonstrated by what it replaced ; 

how in a continent nearly destroyed by conflict 

war between the major powers has now become unthinkable.

Others look towards the future.

(Graham Watson MEP, Liberal Leader Europe)

-  When you live in a world in which you’ve got almost 6.5 billion people,

and fewer than 500 million Europeans,

you need solidarity among those Europeans,

if you’re going to promote their values and to defend their interests.

For some the purpose of the game is to create one big common market all across Europe

where goods and people can move freely between countries. 

But it’s not just about the economy.

(Caroline Flint MP, Minister for Europe) 

- By coming together as 27 member states 

we can both tackle the issues and recognize the common issues that crime brings to our communities,  

but also implement the rules. That means our police forces and other security services can work together. 

And that’s about preventing crime on the streets of London, in Yorkshire, in Birmingham and elsewhere.

Others say that the biggest threats don’t stop at national boundaries, 

that climate change and pollution don’t respect borders.

(Caroline Lucas MEP, Green Party) 

- If you take an area like climate change for example, 

the EU has the potential to show real political leadership,

and I think when you’ve got 27 member states acting together 

that means that they can achieve an awful lot more, 

not as much as I’d like, but an awful lot more than for example Britain would if it acted alone.

On balance is the EU game a winner for Britain, 

or should the rules change or shouldn’t we be playing at all ? 

You decide in the euro elections in June.

Mark Mardell, BBC News

� Safety in numbers is the hypothesis that, by being part of a large physical group or mass, an individual is proportionally less likely to be the victim of a mishap, accident, attack, or other bad event. (Wikipedia)








