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Waste not, want not
 - Swedish town driven by biofuel

Transcript 

In Europe, biogas is mainly put to use in heating and electricity,

but some towns are going a step further, 

using it to power vehicles.

Take the Swedish town of Västeras

where this biogas plant, set off in 2005,

produces energy worth around 15,000 MWh per year.

There is a fast and efficient link between the town’s waste management centre 
and the supply of the biogas to the public transport system.

Let’s see how the process works.

As she does every day, Ellinor is sorting her organic waste.
1:00  « …[I] think it’s …(?)… that you can use these products to make fuel for our busses

instead of using petrol or something like that. »
Every day, thousands of kilos of waste are collected from homes, cafeterias and restaurants

and brought to the biogas production plant.

Interestingly, the waste collection trucks

run on the very same fuel they help to produce.

« Trucks empties (for : empty) the waste in this hall.
You can see the bio waste over there.

The waste is first quality-controlled,

and, if accepted, it will be treated in the biogas plant. »
Produced by the anaerobic fermentation of organic animal or plant waste,

biogas allows for the best possible conversion from waste to energy.

1:58  In this plant, local crops and oils used in the food industry

are added to the town’s bio waste to make biogas.

 « We mix the bio waste together with the ley
 crops

and feed it into a digester

where microorganisms, mainly bacteria, decompose…
er… that is, they eat the biowaste and the ley crops,
and as a result of this process we get a gas,

the biogas, the energy-rich biogas, and also the bio fertilizer.

The aim of this product is to establish a sustainable circulation of energy and plant nutrients

between the city and the surrounding agricultural area. »

2:51  In these tanks there is fertilizer from the Västeras biogas plant.

Local farmers say it’s of a high enough quality for their crops

and it allows them to reduce the amount of chemical fertilizers they use.

Once the biogas is refined and concentrated,

it’s piped directly to bus service stations to be used as fuel.

At the moment around forty busses,
two hundred cars and fifteen waste disposal lorries run on this fuel,

a number that’s soon to increase.
Besides running on renewable energy, the busses also help the environment

by not emitting sulphur composites.

Biogas use leads to a reduction in greenhouse gases

and lessens the dependence on gas and oil.

In Västeras it’s a help for both waste management and public transport.
Read details here : http://ec.europa.eu/energy/res/sectors/doc/bioenergy/anaerobic_digestion_biogas/nne5_2000_484.pdf
� If we don’t waste what we have, we’ll still have it in the future and will not lack (want) it.


� ley : land temporarily under grass [variant of lea]








