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On Friday the people of the Irish Republic will vote for a second time on the Lisbon Treaty 

- a process designed to streamline decision making in the EU.

For the treaty to come into effect it must be ratified by each of the Union’s 27 members.

The Irish have already rejected it once in a referendum last year.

(…) 

June 13, 2008 : the date that Irish voters said no to the Lisbon Treaty.

Some thought it would introduce abortion into the catholic country.

Others thought their neutral army would be forced into wars.

Many simply didn’t understand it. 

But the Irish government and the European Union did not accept the result,

so Ireland will vote again this week.

(…) 

But the country that is voting on Friday is a very different place twelve months on.

Skyrocketing unemployment from almost zero two years ago to over 12 % now.

House prices have halved. 

Ireland’s economic collapse has been described by the International Monetary Fund

 as the worst of a developed economy since 1929.

(…)

So it’s no surprise than that to persuade people to vote “yes” for the Lisbon Treaty 

the government and the Prime Minister Brian Cowen 

are focusing almost exclusively on the economy.

