MODAL AUXILIARIES & THEIR EQUIVALENTS

EXPRESSING A DEGREE OF CERTITUDE

	MEANING
	MODAL
	EQUIVALENT
	EXAMPLES

	je suis presque sûr que OUI

(connaissance d'ordre rationnel)
	MUST
	(most) certainly / unmistakably

for sure
	The phone is ringing, it must be John.

( je pense que c'est lui parce qu'il doit m'appeler

	je suis presque sûr que OUI 

(connaissance d'ordre empirique)
	WILL
	( to be) likely to 

naturally
	The bell is ringing. It'll be the postman
( c'est l'heure à laquelle il passe d'habitude

	 je suis
	SHOULD
	normally / very likely
	They should come by train.( ils n'ont pas de voiture

	            de moins en moins
	MAY
	maybe / perhaps
	I may be wrong.( peut-être que oui, peut-être que non

	                                           sûr
	COULD
	possibly
	It could be a ring.( j'imagine mon cadeau

	 je formule une hypothèse
	MIGHT
	(almost) likely
	They might be in.( je suppose qu'ils sont là

	je suis presque sûr que c'est impossible
	COULDN'T
	surely not possible
	It couldn't be a diamond!( c'est trop cher!

	je suis presque sûr que NON
	CAN'T
	surely not
	She can't be fourty.( elle est trop jolie!


DEGRE DE CERTITUDE DU LOCUTEUR OU LIBERTE D'AGIR DU SUJET?

Souligner en rouge lorsque le modal est employé pour exprimer que le locuteur est plus ou moins sûr de ce qu'il avance. 

Souligner en bleu lorsque le sujet est plus ou moins libre d'agir. Puis trouver quelle notion est exprimée par le modal.

	1
	a) Fancy going sailing in the middle of winter; you must be mad.
	1
	a) 

	
	b) He must see the doctor for a blood test and check up.
	
	b) 

	
	
	
	

	2
	a) He will smoke whatever you say.
	2
	a) 

	
	b) No doubt he will be happy to be back home.
	
	b) 

	
	
	
	

	3
	a) You should read the paper: there's an interesting article about Batman.
	3
	a) 

	
	b) The paper should be on the sofa; I was reading it when you came in.
	
	b) 

	
	
	
	

	4
	a) In a hundred years cars may be running on hydrogen taken from the sea.
	4
	a) 

	
	b) May I have a word with you Mr. Cowley?
	
	b) 

	
	
	
	

	5
	a) When I was a student I could travel at half-price.
	5
	a) 

	
	b) If I were a student I could travel at half-price.
	
	b) 

	
	
	
	

	6
	a) The Meteorological Office has announced that it might snow tomorrow.
	6
	a) 

	
	b) What you might do is phone me to let me know when you're coming.
	
	b) 

	
	
	
	

	7
	a) One can't stay awake for thirty-five hours on end.
	7
	a) 

	
	b) You can't have stayed awake for thirty-five hours.
	
	b) 


    EXPRESSING:







      EXPRESSING:

	POSITIVE MEANING
	MODALS 

equivalents
	SUBJECTS
	NEGATIVE

MEANING
	MODALS

equivalents
	SUBJECTS

	CAPACITY
	present ( CAN
	(I / you / he / we / you / they)
	INCAPACITY
	present ( CAN'T        
	(I / you / he / we / you / they)

	
	past ( COULD
	(I / you / he / we / you / they
	
	past ( COULD NOT 
	(I / you / he / we / you / they)

	
	to be able to
	(I / you / he / we / you / they)
	
	not to be able to         
	(I / you / he / we / you / they)

	OBLIGATION
	MUST
	(I / he / we / they)
	ABSENCE OF OBLIGATION
	NEED NOT 
	(I / you / he / we / you / they)

	
	to have to
	(I / he / we / they)
	
	not to have to 
	(I / you / he / we / you / they)

	ORDER
	MUST

SHALL
	(you)

(you)
	PROHIBITION
	MUST NOT 

SHALL NOT 
	(I / you / he / we / you / they)

	PERMISSION
	MAY / CAN

MAY (?) / CAN (?)
COULD (?) 
	(I / you / he / we / you / they)

(I / he / we / they)

(I / he / we / they)
	ABSENCE OF PERMISSION
	MAY NOT 

CAN'T
	(I / you / he / we / you / they)

	
	to be allowed to 
	(I / you / he / we / you / they)
	
	not to be allowed to 
	(I / you / he / we / you /they)

	REQUEST
	COULD (?)
WOULD (?)
WILL (?)
	(you)
	
	
	

	ADVICE
	SHOULD
	(you)
	ADVICE
	SHOULD NOT 
	(you)

	
	ought to

had better
	(you)
	
	ought not to 

had better not
	(you)

	OPINION
	SHOULD
	(I / he / we / they)
	OPINION
	SHOULD 
	(I / he / we / they)

	
	ought to 

had better 
	(I / he / we / they)
	
	ought not to 

had better not 
	(I / he / we / they)

	SUGGESTION / 

OFFER
	MIGHT 

COULD 

MAY 
SHALL (?) 
	(I / you / he / we / you / they)

(I / we)
	SUGGESTION / 

OFFER
	MIGHT NOT 


	(I / you / he / we / you / they)

	WILLINGNESS / CHARACTERISTIC
	WILL

WOULD
	(I / you / he / we / you / they) 

	REFUSAL / CHARACTERISTIC
	WILL NOT

WOULD NOT
	(I / you / he / we / you / they) 



