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Dear Aunt Margaret,
I take pen in hand to write you this letter and hope this finds you as it leaves us in the best of health. [...] I am very sorry to tell you that Angela is not in fine form as the baby died, the little girl that was called Margaret after yourself, and Angela has not been the same since lying in the bed with her face to the wall. […] 
It's terrible, Aunt Margaret, and we all think Angela and the children would be better off in her native land. 
We don't have the money to buy the tickets ourselves for times is hard but you might be able to see your way. Hopping this finds you in fine form as it leaves us thank God and his Blessed Mother. I remain your loving niece,
Philomena Flynn (what was Mac Namara) And last but not least your neice Delia Fortune (What was Mac Namara, too, ha ha ha)
Grandma Sheehan sent money to Philomena and Delia. They bought the tickets, found a steamer trunk at the St. Vincent Society, hired a van to take us to the pier in Manhattan, put us on the ship, said Good-bye and good riddance, and went away.
The ship pulled away from the dock. Mam said, That's the Statue of Liberty and that 's Ellis Island where all the immigrants came in. Then she leaned over the side and vomited and the wind from the Atlantic blew it all over over us and other happy people admiring the view. Passengers cursed and ran, seagulls came from all over the harbor and Mam hung limp and pale on the ship's rail. 
Angelas's Ashes, Memoir of a childhood, Frank Mc Court 1996



1. What sort of text is it? Justify your answer. An excerpt from a play - An academic article - An extract from a novel - A poem                     
2. How many parts are there in this extract? What is the main idea in each part? Can you find a title for each?
3. Make a list of all the proper nouns. What or who do the following
definitions refer to ? a. Grandma Sheehan's first name - b. A famous island in Upper New York Bay - c. Angela's cousins - d. A famous charity - e. The second largest ocean 
4. Read the text again and find the equivalents to the following words or expressions : a) is not feeling well - b) can't afford to - c) homeland - d) moved away from - e) said rude words
5. Three means of transport are mentioned in the text. Can you list them and give their French equivalents?
6. Can you find all the words related to the lexical field of the SEA?
7. Tick the 3 adjectives that apply best to Angela's situation and justify you choice in your own words : desperate – enviable – complicated – fortunate – terrible -  easy to put up with
7. Find the reason why a) Philomena and Delia decided to write a letter to Grandma Sheehan b) Angela is so depressed
8. Right or wrong? Justify by quoting the text.
a. Angela gave the baby girl her mother's name.
b. Angela did not care much about her baby.
c. Philomena and Delia are well-off (=rich)
d. Grandman Sheehan is worried about her daughter's health.
e. Philomena and Delia were very sad when Angela and her family left New York
9. Find sentences / elements in the text showing that …
a. Angela's family is very poor
b. her cousins are not educated
c. Frank and his siblings were born in America 
d. the other passengers are cross with Angela 
10 – Essay : Imagine the letter of an immigrant who is telling his family about his / her arrival in the New World the early 1900s. Add as many details as possible about the voyage. 
Length : 150 words 
Tense : Simple past 
Type : Letter 
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