Superheroes – Worksheet
1. What sort of text is it ?

An academic article

⃞

A web article  

⃞
An extract from a novel  
⃞

A poem             
⃞
2. What do we learn about superheroes ? Quote from the text to support your answers.
a) The etymology of the word ?
b) Their qualities ?
c) Their overall personality ?
3. According to the author, what is the difference between a hero and a superhero ? Where and when did the new culture of superheroes emerge ?
4. What are the common traits of superheroes ? 
5. What was the turning point in the history of superheroes ?
6. “Comic book writers were pressured into creating storylines and characters that would promote domestic propaganda during the wartime.” What sort of vision is given of book writers and of children's literature ?

7. Find at least two other sentences showing that comic book writers were expected to back up the government's political line.
8. [l. 17-22] What alternative title would you choose for this passage? Give your reasons.

 Fighting for a noble cause    
 More and more superpowers
 Superheroes as role models
 The political role of superheroes
9. Which two sentences show the rebirth of the superhero genre ?

10. Explain what this 'Silver age' is and what it consists of.

11. Even though superheroes are fictional characters, comic strips are deeply rooted in reality. How is their impact on readers regulated ?
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