Summary of the plot of Romeo and Juliet 
Romeo and Juliet are the son and daughter of two families who are at war with each other. They meet at a party and fall in love. Even though their families are enemies, Romeo and Juliet swear their love for each other and marry in secret because they know their parents would not allow it. However after the wedding, Romeo gets into a fight with Juliet’s cousin and kills him. The next day he has to flee from the city. When Romeo has gone, Juliet is told by her family that she must marry someone else. She is very upset and goes to see the priest who married her and Romeo. He gives her a sleeping potion that will make it look as if she is dead. The priest tries to let Romeo know about the plan, but does not manage to tell him in time. Romeo thinks Juliet is dead and kills himself by drinking poison. When Juliet wakes up and finds Romeo dead, she commits suicide with his dagger. This lesson looks at Act 2, Scene 2: the balcony scene, which is perhaps the most famous scene in all of Shakespeare’s plays. After meeting and falling in love with Juliet at a party, Romeo realises that she is the daughter of his father’s enemy, but that does not stop him jumping over the wall of her house and hiding in the darkness, hoping to catch sight of her. To his delight Juliet appears on the balcony and Romeo praises her beauty from his hiding place. A contemporary translation of the scene can be found at the end of the lesson plan. 
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