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	I, too, sing America.
I am the darker brother.
They send me to eat in the kitchen
When company comes,
But I laugh,
And eat well,
And grow strong.
Tomorrow,
I’ll be at the table
When company comes.
Nobody’ll dare
Say to me,
“Eat in the kitchen,”
Then.
Besides,
They’ll see how beautiful I am
And be ashamed—
I, too, am America.
Langston HUGHES, “I, Too”, 1926


1. Read and introduce the document
2. Give information about the narrator : nationality – skin colour – occupation
3. 
a. Who does the pronoun ‘THEY’ (l. 3 & 16) refer to?
b. Does this pronoun refer to someone previously mentioned in the poem? What is the effect of this?
4. Read the following statements. Circle in green those that refer to the narrator and in red those that refer to ‘THEY’
a. Works for them.
b. Show very little respect 
c. Expect him to be unobtrusive 
d. Makes the best of the situation
e. Is getting stronger day by day 
f. Will one day feel guilty and regretful 
5. Focus on lines 2 to 7. 
a. What may ‘company’ be? 
b. What is the narrator expected to do? Why?
6. How does he feel about this situation? Choose the best two adjectives and justify your choice in your own words.
Humiliated – vengeful – indifferent – depressed – grudge-bearing – self-confident – submissive
7. 
a. What does the expression ‘darker brother’ reveal about his outlook on ‘races’ and humankind? 
b. Can you think of other words he could have used to talk about himself?
8. Focus on lines 8 to 14. How does the relationship between ‘I’ and ‘They’ evolve in the poem? 
9. 
a. What does the speaker mean when he says “tomorrow” in line 8? 
b. How will he be treated then? What is the ultimate reason why he will not be sent away to the kitchen tomorrow?
10. Why do you suppose the speaker uses only the word “then” to make up line 14?
11. While the speaker opens with “I, too, sing America,” he closes by asserting that “[he] too, [is] America.” Explain in your own words which verb has the stronger impact and what the narrator is trying to emphasize.
12. Circle the stressed syllables in the poem and practise reciting it. 
Express yourself : The historical context of the time when Hughes wrote his famous work “I, Too” was characterized by a period of racial segregation and extreme discrimination. Civil rights progress has been made since but there is still inequality that exists today. Would Hughes praise the progress of civil rights or would he be critical if he were alive today? Find examples to back up your opinion.
